X  Collection 


INDEX 


Page: 


Barcode  Number 


LIBRARY   OF  CONGRESS 

ilii  !■!! ■  !■!!! Hiii  !!■!!  "I" "'" '"" '"" '""  "ll1  I"1  » 


0  021   174  588  5 
LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 

ililiJMjj !!!![»]'''  «'ii  iiiiniii  mi 


0  021  174  589  7 

LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 

ill  ill!!  iiiii  !!■!!  I !!! !'!' ""  "■" ""  " 


0  021   174  590  3 


LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 


II  Hill  Hill  minm 


III  Illll  Illll  Ml     II    II 


0  021  174  592  7 

LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 

iiini  inn  iiiii  iiiii  iiik  urn  inn  mi:  mn  urn 


L 


0  021   174  593  9 


LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 

SI  ill  I  iiiii  nil  Si1!!  Sill  ll!11 ""  ' I" ! 


0  021   174  591  5 


Box  Number 


1H) 


Total  of 
Volumes 


8<? 


7V2. 


Call  Number 


0&77  (WW-  )9^7 ) 


So 


^(^ 


743B 


\DO 


oc  m.n-oc$nusA? 


(*Z~ 


/w^.NcO 


/Her.  62.  ~»^_  on>iln_/Uj3p  J2:  o>£ 

1^0        v)C  ZWus-MSKmscs 


HW)  ^ 


OCSWJ5A5  ^^oi-\l\3 


STATE  CONSTITUTION  OF  NEW  YORK. 
Article  I. 
Section  8      Every  citizen  may  freely  speak,    write  or  publish  his  senti- 
ments on  all  subjects,  being  responsible  for  the  abuse  of  that  right;   and  no 
law  shall  be  passed  to  restrain  or  abridge  the  liberty  of  speech  or  of  the  press. 
Adopted  by  the  People  of  New  York.  Noyej,viU.t-;riUj'M<>. 
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THE  SUPPRESSION  OF  FREE  SPEECH     ,  —    \ 
IN  NEW  YORK  AND  IN  NEW  JERSEY- 

Being  a  True  Account  fay  Eye  Witnesses  of 


LAW  -  BREAKING 


w  ■• 


By  the  Police  Department  of  New  York  City,  at  Lexington  Hall, 


on  May  23,  1909. 
By  the  City  Authorities  of  East  Orange,  at  English's  Hall, 
on  June  8,  1909. 


CONSTITUTION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES  OP  AMERICA. 
First  Amendment. 
Congress  shall  make  no  law.  respecting  an  establishment  of  religion,  or 
prohibiting  the  free  exercise  theieof;  or  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech  or  the 
press;  or  the  right  of  the   people  peaceably  to  assemble,   and  to  petition    the 
Government  for  a  redress  of  grievances 

Ratified  by  the  Constitutional  number  uT-syite  legislatures  on  December  ,5,  i79t. 


Together  with  the  Full  Text  of  the  SUPPRESSED  LECTURE  by  EMMA 
GOLDMAN  and  the  ADDRESSES  by  LEONARD  ABB" 
ALDEN  FREEMAN  at  the 


IBQTT  and 

-Thomas^  Paift^  Centenary 

Observed  by  the  Members  of  The  Open  Forum  of  NeW  Jersey  id :  a  STABLE  in 
East  Orange  after  the  President  of  The  Forum,  the  Speakers  and  *{&*££**£ 
were  BY  FORCE  denied  entrance  to  English's  Hall,  which  had  been  legally  hired  for  the 
meeting  by  Mte  Goldman  and  her  manager,  Dr.  Reitman.    


8TATE  CONSTITUTION  OF  NEW  JERSEY. 
Article  I.    Rights  and  Privileges 
Section  5.     Every  person  may  freely  speak,  write  and   publish  his   senti- 
ments on  all  subjects,  being  responsible  for  the  abuse  of  that   right.    No  law 
shall  be  passed  to  .estrain  or  abridge  the  liberty  of  speech  or  of  the  press. 

Ratified  by  v"«*jj  of  the  People  of  New  Jersey,  August  13,  1S14. 
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The  Convictionof  Mrs^ 
Kate  Richards  O'Hare, 
and  North  Dakota  Politics 


Mrs.  Kate  Richards  O'Hare,  former  Inter- 
national Secretary  of  the  Socialist  Party  for  the 
U.  S.,  well  known  here  and  abroad  as  a  writer 
and  lecturer  on  labor  and  socialism,  was  sen- 
tenced to  five  years  in  prison  by  Federal  Dis- 
trict Judge  M.  J.  Wade  at  Bismarck,  North  Da- 
kota, on  December  8,  1917,  for  violation  of  the 
Espionage  Act.  The  conviction  is  pending  on 
appeal  to  the  U.  S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals,  and 
is  set  for  hearing  May  27.  This  case  involves 
issues  of  national  significance, — both  political 
and  legal. 


,  Published  b$  the 

W  NATIONAL   CIVIL   LIBERTIES   BUREAU 

"~*~^J0  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  City 
/  Washington  office:   647  Munsey  Bldg. 

i  March,  1918 
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The  Right  To  His  Day 
In  Court"         *? 


Shall  Lawyers  Defend  Those  Deemed  To-  Be 
Adversaries  of  Our  Government 


Correspondence  between  Mr.  Arthur  Le 
Sueur,  of  the  St.  Paul  Bar  and  Mr.  George 
Chase,  Editor  of  the  New  York  Law  Journal. 


Published  by 
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i  to    utter  ^ and    to^' 
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—  John  Milton. 
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/Sree  the  Political  Prisoners! 


\ 


Here  are  all  the  essential  facts  briefly  and  accurately  put. 

THE  issue  of  amnesty  for  political  prisonejsjsunchanged  by 
the  release  on  Christmas  of  25  oi^SST^^esident  s 
action  merely  made  a  beginning  in  cftjfong  ^ Jhe  wuXcases^ 
The  campaign  is  being  earned  on  tf  ^flfiste 
men,  to  secure  restoration  of  citize^ 
still  pending  in  the  courts. 

H  There  are  still  in  federal  prisons  toda>T^«^^after  the 
Armistice,  118  men  convicted  under  the  Espionage  Act  and  other 
war  laws.  There  are  113  at  Leavenworth,  and  5  at  McNeils 
Island  Washington.  All  of  them  are  radicals  or  pacihsts— most 
of  them  members  either  of  the  Industrial  Workers  of  the  World 
or  of  the  Working  Class  Union  (an  organization  among  the 
tenant  farmers  of  the  southwest).  Most  of  them  were  working 
men  in  western  industries —mining,  lumber,  agriculture  There 
are  eleven  tenant  farmers  among  them,  and  a  few  professional 
men,— two  preachers,  two  writers  and  a  lawyer. 
If  These  prisoners  are  the  last  of  over  2,000  persons  sentenced  to 
prison  under  the  Espionage  Act  and  other  war  laws  restricting 
freedom  of  opinion.  Most  of  them  are  serving  terms  of  from 
five  to  twenty  years.  Unless  special  action  is  taken,  it  will  be 
years  before  the  last  of  these  prisoners  goes  free. 

Their  Offenses 
IT  With  the  exception  of  ten  farmers  from  Oklahoma  and  Texas, 
the  only  offense  in  any  case  was  written  or  spoken  opposition  to 
the  war— or  language  construed  by  the  courts  as  opposition  to 
the  war.  Some  made  public  speeches  against  the  war ;  others 
were  convicted  for  remarks  in  private  conversation.  Still  others, 
like  the  I.  W.  W.  were  convicted  of  conspiracies  to  obstruct  the 
war  merely  by  expressing  opinions  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
their  correspondence  and  periodical  publications.  The  Oklahoma 
and  Texas  farmers  were  convicted  under  the  Espionage  Act 
for  advocating  and  organizing  armed  resistance  to  the  draft. 

f  Not  one  of  the  118  still  in  prison  was  convicted  of  an  act 
of  violence  against  person  or  property.  Not  one  was  a  German 
spy.  The  German  enemy  agents  were  released  long  ago.  Every 
man  now  in  prison  was  convicted  solely  for  opinions  or  activities 
expressing  his  political  or  economic  faith.  There  is  no  possible 
distinction  between  them  within  that  general  classification.  Even 
in  the  I.  W.  W.  conspiracy  cases  the  appellate  courts  threw  out 
all  the  charges  which  distinguished  them  from  the  ordinary 
"free  speech"  cases,  leaving  their  offense  only  the  expression 
of  opinions.  (Some  exception  to  this  might  be  taken  in  the 
peculiarities  of  the  "silent  defense"  of  the  Sacramento  case,  but 
the  essential  facts  are  the  same.)    Therefore,  they  should  all  be 
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for  Political  Prisoners 
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DO  YOU  KNOW— These  men  are  still  held  in  jail  serving  10  and  20  year 
solely  for  alleged  expression  of  opinion.     Convicted  under  a  war  time  emer- 
gency law  (Espionage  Act)  repealed  about  two  years  ago 

Distinguished  lawyers  opinions: 

HON.  CHARLES  NAGEL,  Secretary  of  Commerce  and  Labor  in  President  Taft's 
Cabinet  says: 
"It  is  obvious  that  these  men  were  tried  under  conditions  of  unreasoning  excite- 
ment that  could  not  obtain  in  times  of  peace,  and  that  practically  precluded  unbiased 
judgment  and  fairness  in  the  trials." 

SENATOR  WM.  E.  BORAH  says: 

"Some  of  the  sentences  imposed  were  absurdly  cruel  and  unusual  and  could 
only  have  been  imposed  under  the  spirit  and  strain  of  war.  Some  of  the  facts 
upon  which  the  sentences  were  passed  are  so  vague  and  inadequate  that  no  jury 
or  court  would  regard  them  as  sufficient  for  punishment  in  time  of  peace.  *  *  * 

"I  believe  that  in  many  instances  the  whole  spirit  and  letter  of  the  First  Amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution  was  wholly  disregarded." 

SENATOR  GEORGE  WHARTON  PEPPER  says: 

"I  am  satisfied  myself  that  in  not  one  of  the  28  cases  I  had  looked  into  did  the 
evidence  justify  a  continuance  of  restraint  and  I  then  recommended  to  the  Attorney 
General  and   also   direct   to  the   President   that   unconditional   amnesty   be   granted 
to  these  men." 
FELIX  FRANKFURTER,  of  the  Harvard  University  Law  School  says: 

"I  should  like  to  associate  myself  entirely  with  the  statement  made  by  Senator 
Pepper  as  to  the  folly  and  injustice  of  continuing  the  confinement  of  our  'poetical 
prisoners.' 

"The  United  States  is  pursuing  a  policy  in  this  matter  which  history  will  record 

with  shame." 

MAJOR  ALEXANDER  SIDNEY  LANIER,  U.  S.  Army  (retired)  says: 

"I  am  cf  the  opinion  that  these  men  were  convicted  contrary  to  the  law  and 
the  evidence,  solely  because  they  were  leaders  of  a  revolutionary  organization 
against  which  the  public  sentiment  was  justly  incensed;  and  that  the  verdict  ren- 
dered was  a  foregone  conclusion  from  the  beginning  in  obedience  to  public  hysteria 
and  demand  due  to  the  psycology  of  the  times." 

DO  YOU  KNOW — All  other  countries  which  took  part  in  the  war  have 
released  their  war-time  prisoners  years  ago. 

DO  YOU  KNOW— All  the  German  Spies  and  Agents  who  tried  to  wreck 
our  industries  and  shipping  have  long  since  been  freed. 

J 
.LIONS    OF    DOLLARS    HAVE    BE^  -EN    BY    WAR 

P.RS.    NO  PROFITEERS  ARE  IN  JA, 
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CENSORSHIP  AND  THE    VJP. 


U.    S.    SENATE 


It  is  the  same  issue  that  was  before  the  Senate 
on  October  11th.  It  was  not  then  and  is  not  now 
a  question  of  obscenity  and  immorality  versus 
decency  and  purity.  It  is  the  question  of  whether 
the  American  reading  public  shall  be  controlled 
by  the  literary  censorship  of  a  Federal  Bureau; 
whether  Congress  shall  delegate  to  customs  clerks 
this  sort  of  guardianship  over  the  minds  of  the 
American  people.  That  is  the  fundamental  issue, 
and  no  amount  of  outraged  sentiment  stirred  by 
fresh  Senatorial  contact  with  indecent  literature 
can  banish  or  obscure  this  issue. 

****** 
Even  if  there  were  unanimous  agreement  on  a 
policy  of  the  very  strictest  literary  censorship, 
there  ivould  still  be  no  need  of  enacting  tariff 
legislation  on  the  subject.  The  matter  is  amply 
covered  in  the  laws  of  the  separate  states.  These 
laws  are  rigid,  comprehensive,  entirely  adequate, 
and  toith  ample  provisions  for  enforcement. 


ICHARD  W.  HOGUE 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 
February  5,  1930 
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IJ  A  Blue  Printjof  Activities 
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Liberties  Committee 

In  The  Legislature 
In   The  Field 
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"An  ideal,  unique  among  nations,  found 
expression  in  the  Bill  of  Rights.  It  will  sur- 
vive only  as  long  as  American  people  accord 
it  real  devotion." 

■ — THE  PITTSBURGH  PRESS. 
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/      X  of  the        (SEP  191978 

Committee  on  the  Investigation 

of 

Police  Tactics  in  Charlestown 

on  May  17,  1934 
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"Any  nation  espousing  a  belief  in  freedom  of 
speech  will  not  submit  to  a  subjugation  of  it 
under  the  tatoo  of  horses'  hoofs.  The  brutality 
and  officiousness  demonstrated  yesterday  are  to  be 
deplored." 

— Editorial^  Harvard  Crimson. 

"Was  it  admirable  police  efficiency?  Or  was 
it  a  sadistic  field-day  for  a  bunch  of  burly  blue- 
coated  near-morons?" 

— Editorial,  Harvard  Journal. 


The  publication  of  this  pamphlet  has  been  made  possible  through 
the  generosity  of  the  Harvard  Liberal  Club,  the  Harvard  Philosophy 
Club,  and  several  anonymous  donors. 

For  further  information,  please  address  all  communications  to 
Adams  House  E-ll,  Cambridge,  Mass. 


Price  1 0  cents. 
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POLITICAL  PRISONERS 

^leonjrunT^L^QXs^dCFor  Food 


By  Granville  Hicks 

Are  men  imprisoned  in  the  United  States 
for  their  political  and  economic  beliefs? 
The  National  Committee  for  the  Defense  of 
Political  Prisoners,  as  the  name  implies, 
believes  they  are.  But  usually  these  men 
are  charged  with  violation  of  some  law 
that  has  nothing  to  do  with  their  opinions. 
It  is  therefore  necessary  to  show  that  the 
particular  charge  is  merely  an  excuse  and 
that  the  real  reason  for  their  arrest  is 
their  radicalism. 

The  National  Committee,  which  includes 
such  men  as  Lincoln  Steffens,  Sidney  How- 
ard, John  Dos  Passos,  Sherwood  Ander- 
son, and  Theodore  Dreiser,  has  recently 
been  studying  the  situation  in  New  York 
State.  In  New  York  all  officials  agree  that 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  political  prisoner, 
and  yet,  as  a  result  of  the  activity  of  the 
National  Committee,  the  wardens  of  state 
prisons  recently  held  a  meeting  to  decide 
how  political  prisoners  should  be  treated. 

One  of  New  York's  political  prisoners  is 
Leon  Blum.  In  1922  Blum  killed  a  man  in 
self-defense,  was  advised  by  hi.)  lawyer  to 
piead  guilty  to  the  charge  of  manslaughter, 
and  was  given  a  sentence  of  from  seven 
and  a  half  to  fifteen  years.  In  1927  he 
was  paroled,  and,  soon  after,  he  became 
active  in  organizing  laundry  workers.  In 
1933,  before  his  parole  had  expired,  he  led 
a  strike  in  the  Bronx.  He  was  charged  with 
having  committed  several  criminal  acts, 
and,  though  the  evidence  was  admittedly 
such  as  would  not  have  convicted  him  in  a 
jury  trial,  his  parole  was  revoked.  He  is 
now  in  Great  Meadow  Prison,  Comstock, 
New  York. 

I  was  one  of  a  delegation  of  fifteen,  from 
the  National  Commit- 
tee and  from  other  or- 
ganizations, that  re- 
cently visited  Blum. 
First  we  called  on  Dr. 
Moore,  chairman  of 
the  parole  Board,  in 
Albany.  Dr.  Moore, 
while  insisting  that 
the  parole  board  al- 
ways took  into  con- 
sideration all  the  cir- 
cumstances connected 
with  an  arrest,  said 
he  wasn't  interested 
in  the  strike  Blum 
had  been  leading.  But 
the  strike,  we  pointed 
out,  is  a  very  import- 
ant circumstance  in 
the  case  of  Leon 
(Cont.  on  P.  4) 


All  relief  will  be  suspended,  said  the  At- 
lanta commissioner  of  relief,  early  in  the 
summer  of  1932,  because  "there  is  no  fur- 
ther need  of  it."  If,  he  added,  any  man 
is  in  need  of  relief,  he  should  come  to  the 
commissioner's  office  and  state  his  case. 

In  July  of  that  year,  Angelo  Herndon, 
a  nineteen-year-old  Negro,  led  one  thousand 
Negro  and  white  unemployed  to  the  Atlan- 
ta courthouse  in  response  to  this  invitation. 
The  following  day  $6,000  was  voted  for  re- 
lief. 

Some  days  later,  when  Herndon  called 
for  letters  at  his  mail  box,  he  was  arrested. 
His  room  was  broken  into  without  a  war- 
rant, and  radical  literature  found  there  was 
confiscated. 

For  two  weeks  Herndon  was  held  with- 
out any  specific  charge.  When  a  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  was  obtained,  the  State 
brought  charge  under  a  dead  letter  law 
aimed  against  treason  and  insurrection, 
passed  before  the  Civil  War  and  amended 
in  1866.  As  amended  it  was  intended  to 
prevent  unity  between  the  newly  freeji. 
slaves  and  the  whites.  The  law  carried  a 
maximum  penalty  of  death. 

Herndon  was  accused  of  having  held 
meetings  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  to- 
gether Negroes  and  whites  "under  the  name 
of  the  Communist  Party;"  of  making 
speeches  inciting  to  riot  and  aiming  to 
transform  Georgia  into  a  Soviet  State;  and 
of  circulating  literature  hostile  to  the  pres- 
ent order,  viz.,  "The  Daily  Worker",  etc. 
The  International  Labor  Defense  engaged 
two  Negro  laweyrs,  J.  H.  Geer  and  Ben- 
jamin J.  Davis,  Jr.,  to  defend  Herndon.  The 
defense  was  unable  to  quash  the  indictments 
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Something  Actual  You  Can  Do 

Three  months  ago  the  National  Committee  started  a  budget  drive  to  raise 
?4,500  for  annual  administration  expenses.  The  method  is  to  invite  those  inter- 
ested in  our  work  to  become  annual  contributing  members  at  $10  a  year  and 
supporting  members  at  $25  or  more  a  year.  Also  we  asked  members  to  arrange 
small  meetings  at  the  home  of  their  friends  where  speakers  from  the  Committee 
would  tell  of  our  work.  We  have  had  two  successful  "budget  drive  parties"  and 
hope  to  have  many  more. 

Contributing  and  supporting  members  will  receive  copies  of  the  bulletin,  be  kept 
informed  of  the  work  of  the  Committee,  be  our  guests  at  all  meetings  and  af- 
fairs given  under  our  auspices,  and  receive  a  copy  of  "Harlan  Miners  Speak",  a 
book  telling  of  one  of  our  past  activities — the  Kentucky  coal  strike  of  1931-1932. 

We  hope  that  readers  of  this  bulletin  will  help  our  work  by  becoming  annual 
contributing  or  supporting  members,  and  or  by  arranging  a  small  meeting  in 
their  homes  or  those  of  friends,  to  which  the  committee  will  be  glad  to  send  a 
speaker. 


on  the  grounds  of  exclusion  of  Negroes 
from  jury  service.  All  the  witnesses  for 
the  prosecution  were  public  employees. 
Herndon  was  convicted 
mending  mercy,  he.  was 
20  years  on  the  ,fc!eorgHJ; 
charges  of  "attempting  te 
tion"  and  "distributing  ins" 
literature." 

"As  fast  as  th»  Communis ta  tome  here, 
we  shall  indict  them",  said  the  Reverend 
John  Hudson,  prosecutory*anif  I  shall  de- 
mand the  death  penaltv_-iif  every  case." 
Yet  the  Communist  Party  is  represented  on 
the  ballot  in  Georgia,  and  Communist  liter- 
ature is  to  be  found  in  public  libraries  of 
every  state. 

Herndon  has  suffered  the  most  barbar- 
ous treatment  in  jail.  He  has  been  forced 
to  eat  rotten  food  and  reports  having  found 
stones  in  it.  He  was  kept  in  a  cell  with  a 
corpse  for  several  days.  For  some  time 
a  leaky  toilet  pipe  dripped  into  his  cell.  He 
has  been  suffering  from  acute  stomach 
trouble,  and  it  is  only  recently  that  the 
medical  authorities,  under  the '  pressure  oi 
widespread  protest,  have  accorded  him  any 
attention. 

A  motion  for  re-trial  was  argued  before 
Judge  Lee  B.  Nyatt,  the  original  trial  judge. 
The  motion  was  denied.  More  than  six 
months  ago,  an  appeal  from  the  conviction 
was  made  before  the  Georgia  Supreme 
Court.  No  decision  has  yet  been  handed 
down. 

The  National  Committee  has  been  active 
in   arousing  public  opinion  to   protest  the 
unjust  and   unconstitutional   treatment  ac- 
corded Herndon.     Through  the  Committee 
all    persons    interest- 
ed in  the  case,   may 
send     resolutions     to 
A  s  s  i  s  tant    Solicitor 
General  John  Hudson, 
urging   that  Herndon 
be     immediately     re- 
leased on  bail  pending 
a   speedy  decision  on 
the  appeal. 

The  National  Com- 
mittee is  also  active 
in  a  Herndon  Defense 
Committee,  which  in- 
cludes representatives 
of  the  International 
Labor  Defense,  the 
League  of  Strug- 
gle for  Negro  Rights, 
the  National  Students 
League  and  other  or- 
(Cont.  on  P.  2) 
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A  National  Inventory  of  Human  Welfare 

No.  6.     Civil  Liberties 
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The  situation  with  reference  to  civil  liberty  in  the 
United  States  looks  very  different  from  the  two  angles 
from  which  it  is  frequently  surveyed.  The  attempt  to 
paint  the  picture  in  uniformly  dark  colors  is  nullified  by 
a  look  abroad.  That  our  freedom  to  move  about  without 
surveillance  by  police,  to  leave  the  country  and  return 
to  it,  to  read  a  press  uncontrolled  by  the  government,  to 
attend  meetings  of  almost  every  conceivable  kind,  to  be- 
long to  any  religious  group,  and,  broadly  speaking,  to 
belong  to  any  political  party,  to  criticize  the  government 
for  any  reason  or  no  reason — that  these  privileges  are  in 
sharp  contrast  to  what  citizens  of  some  countries  have  to 
endure  should  go  without  saying. 

On  the  other  hand  this  very  contrast  may  blind  us  to 
many  aspects  of  contemporary  American  life  that  contra- 
dict the  tradition  of  civil  liberty.  The  important  matter 
is  not  the  contrast  between  this  country  and  some  other 
but  the  conditions  within  this  country.  And  it  is  impor- 
tant that  we  understand  the  factors  upon  which  our 
liberties  depend.  Let  us  look  at  the  areas  in  which  civil 
liberty  is  conspicuously  an  issue  at  this  moment. 

First  in  respect  to  seriousness  and  long  duration,  is  the 
fact  which  the  Scottsboro  Case  has  served  to  bring  freshly 
to  light,  that  civil  liberty  exists  only  in  extremely  limited 
form  for  a  large  section  of  our  population — our  12  million 
Negroes.  This  is  not  a  contention :  it  is  an  admitted  fact. 
Exclusion  from  jury  service,  now  advertised  by  a  Supreme 
Court  decision,  is  only  one  aspect  of  Negro  status  which' 
makes  citizenship  a  very  doubtful  asset. 

The  second  major  area  of  disqualification  for  the 
exercise  of  civil  rights  is  the  industrial  population.  In 
those  industries  where  the  workers  have  not  gained 
security  of  status  through  organization  the  dependence 
of  civil  rights  on  economic  status  is  a  patent  fact.  The 
Southern  coal  fields,  Imperial  Valley  and  the  share-crop- 
per cotton  country  bear  startling  testimony  to  it.  Broadly 
speaking,  the  freedom  to  strike,  to  picket  establishments 
which  practise  discrimination,  and  to  hold  meetings  for 
labor  organization  can  be  said  to  be  established  in  America 
only  to  the  extent  that  labor  strength  or  liberal  sentiment, 
or  both,  have  nullified  the  forces  of  exploitation.  The 
use  of  injunctions  in  industrial  disputes  is  a  notorious 
means  of  oppression.  Some  progress  has  been  made 
through  enactment  of  a  federal  law  and  state  laws  regu- 
lating the  practice,  but  the  evil  continues.  The  court 
injunction,  supposed  to  be  an  instrument  of  equity,  is 


still  frequently  invoked  to  rob  labor  of  its  one  resource 
in  industrial  conflict.  Theoretically  a  means  for  prevent- 
ing injury  in  a  critical  situation  where  no  adequate 
redress  at  law  would  be  available,  the  injunction  is  often 
a  means  of  conferring  privileges  upon  employers  which 
are  quite  without  legal  warrant. 

Tom  Mooney  is  still  in  jail  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
the  gravest  doubt  has  existed  for  years  in  the  minds  of 
wholly  disinterested  people  as  to  his  guilt. 

Agitation  is  widespread  for  the  enactment  of  sedition 
laws  which,  as  will  be  presently  shown,  were  long  ago 
adjudged  incompatible  with  American  democratic  tradi- 
tion. Fresh  outcroppings  of  vigilantism  show  how  readily, 
in  spite  of  all  our  political  institutions,  justice  may  be 
made  a  matter  of  the  caprice  of  a  crowd. 

A  movement  has  been  gaining  headway  to  require  teach- 
ers in  tax-supported  and  tax-exempt  institutions  to  take 
an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  federal  and  state  constitutions 
— a  comparatively  simple  act  and  plausible  enough,  save 
that  it  is  being  urged  by  those  who  seek  by  means  of  it  to 
restrain  liberties  which  those  constitutions  are  supposed 
to  establish. 

Lovers  of  liberty  are  increasingly  concerned  over  indi- 
cations from  many  sources  that  the  mood  of  the  country 
is  conducive  to  the  growth  of  fascism.  Fascism  is  an 
attempt  by  political  means  to  "peg"  the  economic  situation 
at  a  point  where  maximum  security  of  existing  property 
rights  can  be  maintained.  The  problem  that  the  threat  of 
fascism  presents  is  the  problem  of  defending  the  liberties 
of  the  whole  people  as  against  the  privileges  of  a  part  of 
the  people. 

The  struggle  over  civil  liberty,  which  is  going  on  con- 
stantly in  this  country  and  ir  other  countries,  is  accentu- 
ated by  the  political  and  economic  strain  and  uncertainty 
through  which  we  are  passing.  More  important  even  than 
the  facts  of  the  present  situation,  which  informed  people 
know  well  enough  and  which  candid  people  admit,  is  a 
consideration  of  the  factors  which  determine  the  extent 
of  liberty  which  prevails  in  any  society. 

The  Nature  of  Liberty 

"Liberty,"  said  Harold  Laski  in  a  recent  address  in 
New  York,  "must  be  won  every  day,  as  love  must  be  won 
every  day."  In  this  country  we  have  commonly  assumed 
that  political  liberty  is  a  principle  established  in  the 
American  system  of  government  and  that  it  is  a  concept 
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The  guarantees  of  civil  liberty  all  denounce 
censorship  in  advance,  leaving  the  deter- 
mination of  law-breaking  to  the  courts. 

But  in  Boston  the  theatre  is  censored  by  a 
public  board;  motion  pictures  are  censored 
on  Sundays  by  state  police;  the  sale  of  books 
is  censored  by  the  trade  through  threat  of 
prosecution  under  an  untested  law;  the  sale 
of  magazines  on  news  stands  is  controlled 
by  an  arbitrary  police  censorship. 

The  law  may  be  better  than  it  used  to  be 
but  the  administration  of  the  law  is  just 
as  vicious  as  it  has  always  been. 

Read  the  facts  —  and  lend  your  aid 
through  the  Civil  Liberties  Committee  of 
Massachusetts. 
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responsible  public  officials  and  especially  upon  all  school  and 
college   officials  urging  constant  vigilance   and  protective  action 
to  maintain  these  essential  liberties  for  all   students  and   student 
groups  without  control  or  interference  by  governmental  or  other 
agencies"  was  issued  yesterday  by  the  American  Committee  for 
Democracy  and   Intellectual  Freedom. 

In  announcing  the   adoption  of  this  resolution,    Prof, 
Franz  Boas,  Chairman  of  the  American  Committee   said:    "Our  Execu- 
tive Board  prepared  this  resolution,  which  was   then  adopted  by 
the  full  membership  of  the  Committee,    because  we   realize  that 
recent  developments  in  the  European  war  are   creating  tensions 
and  a  false    'patriotism'    in  our  own  country  which  must  not  be 
allowed  to  interfere  with  the  free  discussiont and   study  which 
is  essential  in  a  democratic  educational   system.     There  are  al- 
ready too  many   cases  where   government   and  school  authorities, 
under   the  guise  of  an  emergency  situation,   are   seeking  to  prevent 
students  from  giving  expression  to  their  attitudes  on  the  war 
and  kindred  subjects.     Such  freedom  of  expression  is  their 
right  and  this  right  must  be   protected  now,    in  time   of  crisis, 
even  more   than  in  less   turbulent   times." 

The  full  text  of  the  resolution  follows: 

WHEREAS,   the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 

Article    1  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  guarantees  that  there 
"\V  /  shall   be  no  abridgment  of  freedom  of  speech,   press 

/v^-,    /     and  peaceful  assembly,   and 
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RECOUPS  OF  \Tng   YORK  COIICrR^SSi.EM  ffTOSrSirDERS  OF. 
CIVIL  LIBERTIES  HI  TGTli  COlSas's 


(IOTE:-  We  list  below  the  votes  of  Hew  York  City's  Congressmen  on  the  13  leg- 
islative measures  which  most  directly  affect  civil  rights  and  democratic  op- 
portunities, V7e  have  indicated  in  most  instances  the  purpose  rather  than  the 
name  and  the  number  of  the  measure.  A  vote  to  recommit  a  bill  to  committee  is 
often  a  vote  to  kill  it,  The  reader  will  find  slightly  different  characteriza- 
tions of  the  soma  bill  in  the  text  becauso  in  a  number  of  instances  the  atone 
bill  contains  a  variety  of  anti -democratic  or  pro-democratic  provisions.  Be- 
sides, the  attached  chart  indicating  the  nature  of  the  vote  of  all  the  city's 
congressmen,  we  list  in  soparate  categories  those  congressmen  with  the  worst 
records,  and  those  with  the  best  records.) 

COHGR.^SIEK  TTK  DECIDEDLY  ACTI -DEi  JOSRATIC  RECORDS:  Barton,  Barry,  Soraors, 
Oavagan,  O'Loary,  Coller  and  Fitzpatrick, 

Bruce  Barton  (R.  17th  CD.)  (NOTE:  Many  upstate  Republicans  voted  as  Mr.  Barton 
did  on  bills  affecting  economic  and  social  security  of  majority.) 

On  Bills  Curbing  Civil  Liberties:  Voted  for  anti-domocratic  pi'ovisions 
of  Conscription  Bill;  for  'laltor-logan  Bill  to  cripple  liberal  government 
administration  agencies'!  for  bill  to  pomit  wiro-tapping;  for  continua- 
tion of  anti-labor  Dies  Committee. 

fin,  Rights  of  Minorities;  Voted  for  alion-baiting  Smith  and  Hobbs  Bills 
and  1940  Fingerprinting  and  Registration  of  all  non-citizens  in  tho  Alien 
Registration  Act. 

On  Bills  Affecting  Economic  and  Social  Socuritv  of  U'aiorlty:  Voted  a- 
gainst  T7PA  and  National  Youth  Act  appropriations;  and  against  aid  to  tho 
country's  impoverished  farmers. 

Joseph  J.  Gavagan  (D,  21st  CD.) 

Although,  safoly,  co-author  of  tho  Anti-Lynching  Bill,  his  civil  liber- 
ties record  is  that  of  voting  favorably  for  bills  removing  over  two  and 
a  half  million  workers  from  benefits  of  '"agos  and  Hours  Act; for  deporta- 
tion of  labor  loader  Karry  Bridges;  and  against  government  old  to  farmers. 
Ho  likewise  voted  with  tho  "regular*"  for  the  Allon  Registration  Act   of 
1940,  reversing  his  provious  voto  agiinst  tho  Smith  and  Hobbs  anti-alion 
bills;  for  continuation  of  labor-baiting  Dies  Coaaittoo;  and  for  the 
anti-democratic  -provisions  of  the  Conscription  Act, 

JJ.  A.  Barry  (D.  2nd  CD.) 

Besides  voting  with  the  "rogulars"  in  tho  1940  "war"  session  to  continue 
tho  anti-labor,  anti-democratic  Dies  Committee,  for  tho  Alien  Registra- 
tion Act  and  for  tho  anti -democratic  provisions  of  tho  Conscription  Act, 
Uc,  Barry  also  voted  for  the  V.altcr-Logan  Bill  crippling  progressive  ad- 
ministrative ggoncios,  especially  the  ilLRB;  for  the  Hobbs  Concentration 
Camp  "ill;  for  investigating  the  i'JLRB;  and  against  government  aid  to  farm- 
ers; and  for  the  deportation  of  labor  loador  Bridges. 

Emanuel  ~ oiler  (D.  10th  CD.  Bfclyn) 

Besides  voting  with  "regulars"  for  anti-democratic  provisions  of  Conscr- 
iption Act,  he  introduced  and  championed  a  resolution  to  permit  wire-tap- 
ping by  tho  JJBI  despite  the  Supreme  Court  finding  that  it  was  illegal  and 
dangorous  to  democracy  and  a  Senate  Committee's  finding  that  it  was  a 
vidous  practice.  His  championing  of  the  alien  and  foreign-born  in  tho 
1939  session  was  cynically  reversed  in  the  1940  session  when  he  voted  for 
deportation  of  labor  leader  Bridges;  continuation  of  tho  Dies  Committee; 
and  for  tho  very  provisions  in  the  Alien  Registration  set  similar  to  those 
in  the  Smith  Bill  which  he  had  attacked  in  1939 
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^GREATER  NEW  yORK/BMERGENCY  CONFERENCE 

ONffiNALIENABLE  RIGHTS" 


TO  BE    HELD  ON 


Monday,   February  12,  1940  at  2  P.  M. 

AT 

TWO  WEST  SIXTY-FOURTH  STREET  -  NEW  YORK  CITY 

THE  MEETING  HOUSE  OF  THE  SOCIETY  FOR  ETHICAL  CULTURE 


Organized  anti-democratic  forces  are  threatening  the  security  and  freedom 
of  human  personality  and  the  rights  of  minority  groups  here  in  the  United  States. 
They  are  dividing,  confusing  and  weakening  those  who  wish  to  maintain  our 
free  democratic  institutions.  Such  forces  of  oppression  and  fear,  growing  stronger 
because  of  the  war  in  Europe,  must  not  be  permitted  to  overwhelm  us.  Never 
before  have  our  constitutional  liberties  been  under  such  concerted  attack. 

At  this  moment  we  have  a  special  responsibility  as  a  united  people  to  meet 
our  danger  and  to  protect  our  rights.  The  churches,  schools,  labor  unions,  settle- 
ments, fraternal  orders  and  organizations  for  service,  and  the  many  smaller  free 
associations  of  the  people  are  centers  of  powerful  influence.  Only  by  their  con- 
certed action  can  we  hope  to  counteract  the  attacks  made  on  minorities  by 
organized  groups  who  take  the  law  into  their  own  hands,  and  by  those  who  would 
use  legislation  against  the  foreign-born  as  a  subterfuge  to  impose  upon  us  drastic 
restrictions  of  our  civil  rights — fingerprinting,  concentration  camps,  segregation, 
and  the  denial  of  our  rights  of  protest.  Concerted  action  is  particularly  necessary 
to  defend  our  security  and  standards  of  living  from  organized  attack. 

There  are  literally  thousands  of  non-political  organizations  in  the  City  of 
New  York  which  are  vitally  concerned  with  the  maintenance  of  the  Bill  of 
Rights.  This  call  to  a  Conterence  is  addressed  to  them.  In  this  Conference  they 
will  determine  the  best  and  most  fruitful  methods  of  coping  with  the  dangers 
threatening  them  in  their  local  neighborhood  communities  and  in  the  legislative 
assemblies  of  the  state  and  of  the  nation. 

This  Conference  has  been  initiated  by  the  National  Emergency  Conference, 
Franz  Boas,  Chairman.  The  administrative  responsibilities  are  being  carried  by 
the  New  York  City  Co-Ordinating  Committee  for  Democratic  Action.  The  whole 
Conference  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Executive  and  General  Committees 
listed  in  this  call. 

ROBERT  W.  SEARLE,  Chairman 
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*  WORD  RECEIVED  SEVEN  MORE  ANTINAZI  WRIISRS  SAVED  * 

*  3Y  EXILED  WRITERS  COMMITTEE  OF  LEAGUE  HAVE  JUST  * 

*  SAILED  FROM  LISBON  VIA  CASABLANCA  FOR  MEXICO  3TO?  * 
-*  THEIR  RESCUE  I.1ADE  POSSIBLE  BY  YOUR  CONTRIBUTIONS  * 

*  AND  COOPERATION  OF  HEBREW  SHELTERING  AND  IMME GRANT  * 

*  AID  SOCIETY  WHICH  ARRANGED  BOAT  DIRECT  FROM  PORTU-  * 

*  GAL  TO  VERACRUZ  MID  FACILITATED  RELEASE  FROM  FRANCS  * 

*  OF  WRITERS  REGARDLESS  OF  RELIGION  STOP  THIS  PROVES  * 

*  THAI  IN  SPITE  OF  INCREASING  DIFFICULTIES  EXILED  * 

*  V.RITERS  COMMITTEE  CAN  EVACUATE  REMAINING  EIGHT  * 

*  ANTINJ-ZI  WRITERS  XITOWN  POSSESS  MEXICAN  VIS^S  ON  * 

*  NEXT  BOAT  IF  FUNDS  AVAILABLE  IMMBDIATELY*  * 
=••  * 

****************  ##*****#****£*^^ 

RECORD  OF  LEAGUE  ACTIVITIES 


Sept,  2£)%     The  League  supported  the  Stop  Film  Censorship  Committee  at  its 

first  conference  in  New  York.     This   Committee,   fighting  appease- 
ment-inspired censorship  moves,  has   succeeded  in  scotching  a  pro-Nazi 
maneuver, 

Oct.       6?     The  Writers  School  in  New  York  opened  its  twelfth  term  with 
I85  students  ~  more  than  ever  before. 

Oct.       9,;  -  New  York  dinner  for  refugees  held  by  the  Exiled  Writers  Com- 
mittee of  the  League,  the  Amorican  Committee  to  Save  Refugees  and 
tho  Unitod  American  Spanish  Aid  Committee,     Lillian  H oilman,   Ernest  Hemingway, 
co-Chairmen.     Speakers:   Eric  Knight,   Johannes  Steele,   Paul  Robeson,  Emil 
Lengyol,   Diana  Forbes  Robertson,  Samuel  L,  H.  Barlow,    Capt,  Kornikov, 
Edgar  Snow.     Contributions  to   evacuate  anti-Nazi  refugees  from  France 
netted  ^6,500, 
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DIES'   ATTACK  ON  HENDERSON  CALLED  ATTEMEX  TO  IMPEDE  ADMINISTRATION'S  DEFEASE  EFFORTS 
AS  WELL  AS  EFFORTS  TO  PREVENT  UNWSRRANTED  RISE  IN  LIVING  COSTS 


Representative  Martin  Dies'   attack  upon  Mr,  Leon  Henderson,  head 
of  the  Office  of  Price  Administration,   today  was  called  an  attaapt  to  impede  de- 
fense and  the  efforts  of  the  Administration  to   prevent  an  unwarranted  rise  in  liv- 
ing costs  in  a  letter  sent  today  (Thursday,   Sept.  11)   to  President  Roosevelt  by 
Miss  Rosalie  Manning,  President  of  the  New  York  Conference  for  Inalienable  Rights. 

Miss  Manning's  letter  a  ssured  the  President  of  the  Conference's 
fullest  support  of  the  President's  and  his  appointees*  efforts  to  protect  American 
consumers  from  exploitation  through  the  office  of  Price  Administration, 

"We  feel  sure,"    said  the  letter,"  that  the  American  people  will 
recognize  the  attack  of  Representative  Dies  and  certain  of  his   aids  upon  i'r.  Loon 
Henderson  for  what  it  is,     Mr,   Dies'   use  of  his  customary  tactics  to  discredit 
Mr.  Henderson  might  well  havo  the  effect  -  in  all  probability  the   intentional  ef- 
fect -  of  thwarting  your  administration' s  highly  proper  attempts  to   secure  legis- 
lation to  control  an  unwarranted  rise  in  living  costs,  when  every  patriotic  citiz- 
en wants  to  aid  the  defense  program," 

The  Prosident,   through  his  secretary,   Stephen  Early,  ha 8  al- 
ready indicated  intorest  in  the  plans  of  the  New  York  Conference  for  Inalianablo 
Rights  for  a  statewide  Conference  to   Protect  Consumers  in  New  York  City,  Octobor 
25th,  Miss  Manning  announcod,     Tho  Conference  is   expected  to  evolve  way3  of  enabl- 
ing the   population  to  cooperate  moro  fully  with  tho  administration  in  its  efforts 
to  protect  tho  living  standards  of  tho  population  during   tho  national  omorgency. 

The  text  of  Miss  Manning's  letter  to   tho  President,   a  copy  of 

which  wa3  sent  to  Mr.  Henderson,  follows: 

"Dear  Mr.  President: 

"We  fool  sure  that  tho   American  pooplo  will  rocosnizo  tho  at- 
tack of  Roprosentativo  Dies  and  certain  of  his   aids  upon  Mr.  Loon  Henderson  for 
what  it   is,     Mr  Dies'  use  of  his  customary  tactics  to   discrodit  Mr,  Henderson  might 
will  have  tho  effect  -  in  all  probability  the  intontional  effect  -  of  thwarting 
your  administration's  highly  proper  offorts  to   secure  legislation  to  control  an  un- 
warranted rise  in  living  costs,  when  overy  patriotic  citizen  wants  to   aid  tho  de- 
fense program. 

"As  you  have  clearly  seen,    it    is   of   the  utinost   importance  that 
ch  legislation  be  passed.     Without   it   there  is    tho  sraveat  danger  that  tho  con- 
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'  ^5  A  WHAT  IS  TH3  CIVIL  RIGHTS  FEDERATION?        <C 

Tho  Civil  Rights  Federation  is  a  state-wide  civic  and  educational  organization 
■united  noro  than  300  Michigan  organizations ,  with  a  coribinod  membership  of  more 
than  500,000.     It  was  fomod  in  tho  Spring  of  1935  (7  years  ago)   for  concerted       M  O  / 
action  in  dofonse  of  tho  Bill  of  Rights.  tO/ 

Tho  Federation  functions  through:   (a)  monthly  conferences,  at  which  regular 
dologatos  elected  by  affiliated  organizations  determine  policy  and  guide  action; 

(b)  woekly  Stooring  Committee  meetings,  carrying  on  tho  pork  between  conferences; 

(c)  annual  state-wide  conferences,  mass  meetings,   special  conferences,  delegations 
legislative  hearings,  etc*  (d)  an  offico  staff,   supplemented  "by  volunteer  workers 
to  carry  on  day-to-day  activities. 

Tho  Federation  frequently  issues  reports,  leaflets,  resolutions,  Action  letters 
etc.,  to  infom  affiliated  and  cooperating  groups  on  current  issues  and  to  rocom- 
nond  appropriate  action* 

The  organizations  affiliated  to  and  cooperating  with  tho  Federation  -  church, 
fain,  labor,  civic,  professional,  nationality,  Negro,  fraternal,  and  others  - 
recognize  the  ossential  truth  of  tho  historic  slogan;    "Eternal  Vigilance  is  the 
Prico  of  Liberty".     For  then,  the  Civil  Rights  Federation  is  an  instrument  for 
maintaining  that  vigilance. 

Today,  when  the  Bill  of  Rights  is  in  moro  deadly  peril  than  over  before  in  the 
history  of  our  nation;  when  national  unity  is  the  precondition  for  Victory  and 
thereforo  for  tho  survival  of  our  freedom;  when  anti-domocratic  practices  and 
discrimination  aro  increasingly  recognized  as  barriers  to  the  utilization  of  all 
our  human  resourcos  in  our  common  struggle  to  win  tho  war,  tho  work  of  tho  Fed- 
eration is  soon  to  have  a  new  and  vital  importance  to  the  people  of  our  Stato 
and  Nation. 

Tho  Civil  Rights  Federation  i3  affiliated  to  the  National  Federation  for 
Constitutional  Liberties,  which  maintains  officos  in  Washington  and  Now  York  and 
unites  the  efforts  of  the  Michigan  Federation  with  other  similar  groups  in  many 
states. 

Tho  Federation  invitos  organizations  of  all  types  to  affiliato  to  it.     Affil- 
iation moans  simply  : 

(1)  electing  delegates  to  attend  wookly  Steering  Committoo  meetings  and 
monthly  conferences  regularly.     (Organizations  with  500  members  or  less  should 
eloct  two  delegates;   500-1000  members,  3  delegates;  ono  additional  delegate  for 
each  5000  members.) 

(2)  voting  a  monthly  contribution  of  a  voluntary  amount.     (Usual  amounts 
donated  monthly  by  tho  Federation* s  affiliates  vary  from  $2.00  in  the  case  of 
small  organizations  to  ono-balf  cent  per  capita  in  tho  case  of  largo  groups  such 
as  labor  tsnlons. 

Organizations  which  affiliato  are  entitlod,  through  their  dologates,  to  ex- 
orcise an  equal  voice  in  determining  tho  policy  of  tho  Federation.     Affiliation 
to   tho  Civil  Right  Federation  enablos  organizations  concerned  with  tho  dofonse 
of  America's  freedom  to  mako  tho  most  effective  contribution  to  tho  carrying  out 
of  tho  important  objectives  sot  forth  by  tho  Conference. 

The  President  of  tho  Civil  Rights  Federation  is  Prof.  John  F.  -Shopard  of 
the  University  of  Michigan.     Jack  Raskin  is  Executive  Secretary. 
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FIGHTERS   FOR   FREEDOM   NEED   FACTS     X0^5^ 

In  this  total  war  for  freedom,  we  can  survive,  defeat  fascism,   and  win  •  lO 

victory  only  if  we  are  alert  to  all  forms  of  enemy  attack.     There  are  battles  of 
ideas  as  well  as  of  tanks  and  guns  and  planes.     If  we  are  to  support  our  fighting 
fronts  and  secure  our  precious  heritage  of  liberty,   each  one  of  us  must  be  armed 
on  the  idea  front  with  PACTS.     Th**NATIONAL  FEDERATION  FOR  CONSTITUTIONAL 
LIBERTIES  (1123  Broadway,  New  York  10,  N.Y.)  offers  you  such  factual  assistance. 

NFCL  SUBSCRIPTION  SERVICE 

Through  the  combined  facilities  of  a  Washington  Bureau, intimately  in  touch 
with  developments  on  Capitol  Hill  and  in  the  administrative  offices,  and  a  National 
Office  in  New  York  City  with  nation-wide  contacts,  field  work,  and  sources  of 
information,  NFCL  offers  you  and  your  organization  a  unique- information  subscrip- 
tion service.     It  is  designed  to  help  you  take  timely  and-  effective  action  on 
important  national  issues. 

ACTION  LETTERS  -  brief,   one-page  legislative  bulletins  issued  every  ten  days  - 
give  busy  people  the  background  current  developments,  and  essential  action  proposals 
on  the  most  important  current  civil  rights  issues.   .   .  The  NFCL  MEMORANDUM  SERIES 
provides  detailed,  factual  and  documented  material  on  the  outstanding  civil  rights 
issues  during  the  year,   .  .  POPULAR  PAMPHLETS  are  published  occasionally.   •   • 
Organizations  receive  prompt  advisory  assistance  from  the  Staff. 

Subscription  sorvico:  for  organizations  $5  per  year;  for  individuals,  $3. 

•  •  *  •  • 

CURRENT  PUBLICATIONS 

ANTI-DISCRIMINATION  PETITION  -  14  per  copy;  $10  per  thousand. 

Attractive,   two-color  potition  entitled  "Defend  America!  Jail  the  Seditionists, 
Outlaw  the  Klan,  Smash  the  Fifth  Column!".     Urges  President  Roosevelt  to  use 
proper  Government  resources  immediately  to  end  discrimination  against  minority 
groups,  particularly  to  curb  anti-Negro  and  anti-Semitic  activities,  and 
guarantee  thero  be  "no  more  Detroits".     22  signature  lines. 

ANTI -DISCRIMINATION  LEAFLET  -  \i  per  copy;  quantity  ratos  upon  request. 

Stresses  the  will  to  national  unity  and  to  Victory  of  the  great  majority  of 
the  American  people     Insists  that  discrimination  against  minority  groups  is 
un-American    and  limits  completo  utilization  of  all  our  people's  talents  and 
energies  in  the  war  effort.     Calls  for  immediate  action  against  all  fifth 
column  elements.     8£  x5§,   one-fold  leaflet,   for  distribution  to  every 
individual  in  your  organization. 

SMASH  MICHIGAN'S  FIFTH  COLUMN!   Illustrated,  40  pp.     Presents  facts  concerning  the 
Klan,  Gerald  L.K.  Smith. and  other  seditionists  behind  the  rocent  fifth  column 
race  riots  in  Detroit.     Those  riots  and  their  instigators  wore  Justifiod  by 
poll  taxors  in  Congress. 
Single  copies  5^;  100  copies  $4.50;  1000  copies  $40.00 

POLL  TAX  REPEAL  -  A  PRIORITY  FOR  VICTORY  -  10<^  per  copy.     Unique  comprehensive 

survoy  of  the  far-roaching  effects  of  the  poll  tax  on  evory  American  citizen, 
on  the  nation's  war  effort,  and  tho  international  scene.     Gives  statistics 
on  tho  poll  taxers  and  their  control.     Provides  data  on  constitutionality 
aspect  of  poll  tax  repeal.     Details  curront  anti-poll  tax  campaign  and  sugges- 
tions for  individual  and  organizational  action  needed. 
50  copies  $2.50;   100  copies  $4.50;  1000  copios  $37,50. 
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Sewickley  Pennsylvania 

.US' 


November  the  First 
19  4         4. 

Governor  Thomas  E.  Dewey, 
Albany,  New  York. 

Dear  Sir: 

When  you  receive  this  letter,  yon  will  have  received  (and  read,  I  hope) 
my  12-page  mimeographed  article  which,  either  complete  or  In  part,  has  been 
mailed  to  practically  every  REPUBLICAN  lawmaker  in  the  United  States  of 
America:  to  Governors,  State  Senators,  Representatives,  Delegates,  Assembly- 
men, United  States  Congressmen  —  not  to  the  latter's  addresses  in  the  Nation's 
Capital  but,  as  also  in  the  case  of  State  Congresses,  to  their  homes  In  the 
thousands  of  towns  and  cities  to  which  they  have  returned  to  campaign  and 
vote  for  you.  Copies  have  also  been  sent  to  the  Chairmen  and  Vlce-Chairraen 
of  the  REPUBLICAN  Xational  Committees  in  all  the  states,  to  the  Chairmen 
and  Vice-Chairmen  of  all  REPUBLICAN  State  Committees,  and,  in  the  case  of 
my  own  Pennsylvania,  to  the  Chairmen  and  Vice-Chairmen  of  all  REPUBLICAN 
County  Committees,  and  to  all  REPUBLICAN  New  York  City  Committees  where 
you  will  make  your  final  speech  at  Madison  Square  Garden. 

These  copies  were  started  out  to  the  Pacific  Coast  immediately  after  your 
speech  in  Chicago ;  and  before  President  Roosevelt's  speech  in  Philadelphia  on 
the  following  Friday,  Oct.  27th.,  the  last  one  of  the  many  thousand  copies  had 
been  deposited  in  a  United  States  Post  Ofllee.  Hundreds  of  them  were,  like 
your  own,  moving  eastward  and  hundreds  westward  from  Pennsylvania 
simultaneously  with  the  train  which  was  taking  the  President  to  his  farthest 
western  penetration  ;  if  there  was  a  Mail  Coach  on  his  Special,  the  same  steam 
that  was  pulling  him  to  Chicago  to  counteract  your  efforts  there,  was  also  pulling 
them  there  to  counteract  his. 

I  had  been  working  on  my  article  long  before  you  spoke  at  Oklahoma  City; 
but  after  that  speech  (in  which  you  completely  changed  the  tactics  of  your 
oratory)  I  removed  a  certain  paragraph,  and  I  would  have  made  other  changes, 
omissions  and  additions,  as  time  and  speeches  went  on  —  but  since  it  is  and 
will  be  my  only  "speech,"  I  had  to  get  it  "in  print"  in  time  for  distribution. 
All  I  can  do  Is  to  supplement  it  with  this  personal  letter  in  which  I  shall  make 
some  assertions  which  may  be  regarded  as  final  and  unalterable  on  my  part  but 
which,  I  trust,  will  cause  you  to  alter,  in  yonr  final  speech,  some  of  the  as- 
sertions you  made  and  may  have  repeated  in  those  which  have  preceded  it. 

Your  speech  on  Honesty  in  Government  was  indeed  splendid ;  but  was  not 
100%  honest  in  Itself.  No  man  who  unconsciously  utters  a  falsehood  can 
honestly  be  called  a  liar.  The  numerous  citations  you  have  made  from  President 
Roosevelt's  former  papers  and  public  prattle  to  prove  that  he  contradicts  him- 
self are  monotonous  and  meaningless  and  will  become  increasingly  so  unless 
you  openly  admit  the  real  reason  for  your  researches :  to  prove  that  Mr. 
Roosevelt's  mind  has  degenerated  to  a  pulpy  state  whose  emanations  indicate 
that  he  is  no  longer  responsible  for  what  he  "thinks"  and  says.  What  you 
consider  dishonesty  on  his  part  is  just  plain  insanity.  And  if  you  will  observe 
the  how  and  the  when  of  the  applause  of  those  who,  in  goosey  admiration,  take 
him  "seriously,"  you  cannot  fall  to  conclude  that  they  also  are  imbecile. 

However,  Mr.  Roosevelt's  own  insanity  is  by  no  means  an  all-of-a-sudden 
and  temporary  case  like  the  war-hysteria  that  is  warping  so  many  minds  of 
today  for  the  time  being.  His  psychotic  condition  has  always  been  more  or  less 
apparent.  Hia  own  mother  admitted  covertly  what  the  Roosevelt  family 
physician,  now  deceased,  confessed  with  far  more  openness  ;  and  his  conversion 
to  Roman  Catholicism,  in  fancy  if  not  in  fact,  has  completely  nullified  the 
functipning  of  his  conscience  so  that  he  is  entirely  self-forgiving  of  all  his  sins 
and  crimes.  This,  combined  with  a  war  atmosphere,  has  given  his  psychosis  the 
opportunity  to  soar  to  the  same  bewildering  height  to  which  it  has  rocketed  our 
National  Debt :  all  the  way  to  the  moon,  from  the  Latin  word  for  which  our 
word  lunacy  is  derived.  His  mania  is  sometimes  laughable  and  sometimes 
lamentable  respectively  like  a  Simple  Simon  and  like  a  veritable  King  Lear 
wandering  through  the  rain  and  wind  of  a  Long  Island  heath. 

The  war,  which,  I  repeat,  has  unbalanced  many  a  mind  that  in  normal 
times  is  stable,  has,  I  also  repeat,  raised  Rooseveltian  Raving  to  the  n-th 
power.  The  speech  at  Philadelphia,  overflowing  with  his  ( ?)  "accomplishments" 
as  Commander-in-Chief,  was  insane  from  beginning  to  end  in  praise  of  the 
wherewith  and  sustenance  for  perpetrating  dissipation  debt,  destruction  and 
death.    Can  there  be  any  sanity  In  the  New  Deal  "laws"  which  have  enabled  it 
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CIVIL  LIBERTIES 


IN  MARYLAND  '»«*. 

ARE  AT  STAKE! 


"IF  THERE  IS  ANY  FIXED  STAR 
in  our  Constitutional  constellation,  it  is  that  no  official,  high  or  petty, 
can  prescribe  what  shall  be  orthodox  in  politics,  nationalism,  religion, 
or  other  matters  of  opinion  or  force  citizens  to  confess  by  word  or 
act  their  faith  therein." 

(U.  S.  Supreme  Court — Bd.  of  Education  vs.  Burnette) 


Sign  the  Petition  to  Initiate  a 

REFERENDUM 
ON  THE  OBER  LAW 
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M*  the  Legislature  had  recent? 

la*  is  ostensibly  aimed  at  Com- 
*  j  a jjood  target.  Communis 
.    However,  a  good  many  thought- 

BSir  i£*«**  I who  «R- 

in. uh    the   law   is   also   a  grave 

•freedom  in  the  state.  ■ 

«*9    say,    merely    "advocating 

,V.,0LAla:y^ndby"otherunlaw- 


aprisoiinwnt  from  5  to  20  years 

PPOMBta  have  said  "alteration" 
means'  om  nA+  -i-.*?___«        ?       ' 


J  invoked  against  those— 

m  a  labor  dispute' 

i  abolition  of  segregation? 

••e  domestic  or  foreign  policies 
P^ity  in  power? 

rj'!f"Ssing.  controversial  ideas? 


Jh-»t opposed  the  bill  said  in 

j?»age  fraternal  orders  could  be 

an '  wtions  collecting  funds  for 

declared    subversive,    because 

l»  nation,  and  Section  1  of  S! 


'"■c-rfn   suDversive   organiza-^ 

raniiati..ns  could  be  accused  of 

'"   controlled  directly  or  £<£ 

8"  Power,  as  has  been  done  in 


•ly  ha°  a  nice  »> 


[ER       FEBRUARY,  1949 

— How  would  you  like  to  turn  from 
lice  sitting  in  the  rear  of  your  room? 
arents  of  the  children  that  you  teach? 
eneral  Assembly  of  Maryland,  which 


of  the  Governor's  Commission  on 
r  report.  We  do  believe,  however, 
which  will  "protect  our  Democracy" 


any  public  employee — including  the 


^"  °{ the  5ST5T  freedom-^    M. 


re  not  present  in  the  proposed  law. 
Communist;  I  don't  mind  signing  an 
\  suspected  every  time  I  walk  into  the 
ation  does  not  approve  the  proposed 
present  form.    Unless  it  is  amended  to 


safeguard  innocent  citizens,  the  Association  will  work  to  prevent  its  passage. 


Sign  the  REFERENDUM  Petition 

LET  THE  PEOPLE  OF  MARYLAND  SPEAK  THEIR  MINDS 
DIRECTLY  IN  A  REFERENDUM  AT  THE  NEXT  ELECTION 
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Chicago  Joint  Defense  Committee  to  Defeat  the  Smith  Act  -Jan. 1957 

Force  &  Violence  vs  Constitution 


u. 


".  .  .  the  Supreme  Court  is  there  for  life,  and  there's  nothtnpyon  can  dlr~  about 
in  impeachment  is  silly.     I  mean   it's   just — it's  so  harft-Jo'  accomplish   thahWs 


probably  easier  t<>  assussinate  a  man."  .  .   .    John    Kasper,  fas  jreeeffad,    mxjQdickrd 
Murrotc's    "See   it    iVoio"    program   Sunday ,  January  6th.      \^  »/ 


Since  the  historic  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  U.  5.  Supremo 
Court  in  195^  ordering  the  de- 
segregation of  public  schools, 
the  principle  of  equal  rights 
regardless  of  race  or  color  has 
been  re-affirmed  in  a  series  of 
clear-cut  decisions.  Each  has 
been  countered  with  increasing 
terrorism  by  the  Ku  Klux  Klan , 
the  White  Citizens  Councils, and 
other  organisations  dedicated 
to  overthrowing  the  U.S. Consti- 
tution and. federal  authority  by 
"force  and  violence'.1  Every  pass- 
ing day  brings  new  reports  of 
floggings,  shootings,  bombings, 
and  dynamiting  directed  against 
Negro  citizens  whose  sole  of- 
fense has  been  the  assertion  of 
their  rights  guaranteed  by  the 
U.  S.  Constitution  and  the  fed- 
eral courts. 

Local    government    Joins    mob 

Many  Southern  state  and  lo- 
cal governments  have  openly 
joined  the  mob  in  defiance  of 
the  U.S. Government .  Not  only  is 
protection  of  the  life  and  pro- 
perty of  Negro  citizens  denied 
in  practice,  but  Negro  leaders 
are  arrested  and  prosecuted  for 
giving  practical  effect  to  fed- 
eral court  orders.   Despite  the 


peaceful  methods  and  ministe- 
rial leadership  of  the  Negro 
civil  rights  movement,  its  most 
important  organizations  are  be- 
ing outlawed  in  eight  Southern 
states. 

The    FBI   'Investigates' 

The  Justice  Department  has 
(with  but  one  exception)  limit- 
ed its  action  to"investigating" 
--as    in    the  Till    lynching. 

(continued  next  page) 
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WQROCLAIM   liberty  throughout  all  the 
land  to  all  the  inhabitants  thereof — " 
Quotation  from  Leviticus 
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THIS  IS  AMERICA! 
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THE  BILL  OF  RIGHTS 

AS  SET  FORTH  IN  THE  FIRST  TEN  AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTI- 
TUTION. PROPOSED  TO  THE  STATES  BY 
25.  1789.  AND  RATIFIED  O 


ARTICLE  I 
CONGRESS  SHALL  MAKE  NO 
LAW  RESPECTING  AN  ESTAB- 
LISHMENT OF  RELIGION,  OR 
PROHIBITING  THE  FREE  EXERCISE 
THEREOF;  OR  ABRIDGING  THE  FREEDOM  OF 
SPEECH.  OR  0*  THE  PtLFSS.  OR  THE  RIGHT  OF 
THE  PEOPLE  PEACEABLY  TO  ASSEMBLE,  AND 
TO  PETITION  THE  GOVERNMENT  FOR  A  RE 
DRESS  OF  GRIEVANCES. 

ARTICLE    II 
A  WELL  REGULATED  MILITIA   BEING   NEC- 
ESSARY TO  THE  SECURITY  OF  A  FREE  ST£ 
THE  RIGHT  OF  THE  PEOPLE 
BEAR  ARMS  SHALL  NOT  BE 

ARTICLE 
NO  SOLDIER  SHALL  IN 
QUARTERED  IN  ANY 
CONSENT  OF  THE  O' 
WAR  BUT  IN  A  MA 

BY  LAW 

ART 

THE  RIGHT  OF  THE  ?, 


DESCENDANTS 

IN  THEIR  PERSONS.  HOUS] 
EFFECTS.  AGAINST  UNREASONABI 
ES  AND  SEIZURES,  SHALL  NOT  BE  VIOLA" 
AND  NO  WARRANT  SHALL  ISSUE  BUT  UPON 
PROBABLE  CAUSE,  SUPPORTED  BY  OATH  OR 
AFFIRMATION,  AND  PARTICULARLY  DESCRIB- 
ING THE  PLACE  TO  BE  SEARCHED.  AND  THE 
PERSONS  OR  THINGS  TO  BE  SEIZED. 


SEPTEMBER 
IS, 

urn- 

WITH- 

PROCESS  (J P  LAW; 

SHALL  PRIVATE  PROP- 

/fAKEN^cm   PUBLIC 

PENSATION. 

ARTICLE  VI 
IN  ALL  CRIMINAL  PROSECUTIONS,  THE  AC- 
CUSED SHALL  ENJOY  THE  RIGHT  TO  A  SPEEDY. 
AND  PUBLIC  TRIAL  BY  AN  IMPARTIAL  JURY 
OF  THE  STATE  AND  DISTRICT  WHEREIN  THE 
CRIME  SHALL  HAVE  BEEN  COMMITTED. 
DISTRICT  SHALL  HAVE  BEEN  PREVI- 
JAINED  BY  LAW,  AND  TO  BE  IN- 
ATURE  AND  CAUSE  OF  THE 
iE  CONFRONTED  WITH 
HIM;  TO  HAVE 
OBTAINING  WIT- 
ND  TO  HAVE  THE 
FOR  HIS  DEFENSE. 


VII 

W.  WHERE  THE 

iVERSY    SHALL    EXCEED 

THE  RIGHT  OP  TRIAL  BY 

PRESERVED,  AND  NO  FACT 

A  JURY  SHALL  BE  OTHERWISE  RE. 

EXAMINED  IN  ANY  COURT  OF  THE  UNITED 

STATES  THAN   ACCORDING  TO  THE   RULES 

OF  THE  COMMON  LAW 


#^7 


ARTICLE  V 
NO  PERSON  SHALL  BE  HELD  TO  ANSWER 
FOR  A  CAPITAL.  OR  OTHERWISE  INFAMOUS 
CRIME,  UNLESS  ON  A  PRESENTMENT  OR  IN- 
DICTMENT OF  A  GRAND  JURY.  EXCEPT 
IN  CASES  ARISING  IN  THE  LAND  OR 
NAVAL  FORCES.  OR  IN  THE  MILITIA,  WHEN 
IN  ACTUAL  SERVICE  IN  TIME  OP  WAR 
OR  PUBLIC  DANGER;  NOR  SHALL 
ANY  PERSON  BE  SUBJECT  FOR 
THE  SAME  OFFENSE  TO  BE  TWICE 
PUT  IN  JEOPARDY  OP  LIFE  OR 
LIMB;  NOR  SHALL  BE  COMPELLED 
IN  ANY  CRIMINAL  CASE  TO  BE  A 
WITNESS  AGAINST  HIMSELF.  NOR 


ARTICLE    VIII 

EXCESSIVE  BAIL  SHALL  NOT  BE  REQUIRED, 

NOR  EXCESSIVE  FINES  IMPOSED,  NOR  CRUEL 

AND  UNUSUAL  PUNISHMENTS  INFLICTED. 

ARTICLE    IX 
THE  ENUMERATION  IN  THE  CONSTITUTION 
OF  CERTAIN  RIGHTS  SHALL  NOT   BE  CON- 
STRUED TO  DENY  OR   DISPARAGE  OTHERS 
RETAINED  BY  THE  PEOPLE. 

ARTICLE  X 
THE  POWERS  NOT  DELECATED 
TO  THE  UNITED  STATES  BY 
THE  CONSTITUTION,  NOR  PROHIB- 
ITED BY  IT  TO  THE  STATES.  ARE 
RESERVED  TO  THE  STATES  RE- 
SPECTIVELY, OR  TO  THE  PEOPLE 


A  STATEMENT  IN  DEFENSE  OF  THE   BILL  OF  RIGHTS  ISSUED  BY 

The  Descendants  of  the  American  Revolution 

J\  512  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
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The  Censorship  in  Bo&ton^B 


k>         uPX. 

CI  Boston  is  unique  among  cities  of  the. United. 
States  in  its  advance  censorship  of  books, 
plays  and  public  meetings.   Once  the  literary 
center  of  the  country,  it  has  now  become  the 
hub  of  censorship. 

CJ.  Though  Massachusetts  laws  affect  other  cities, 
Boston  alone  has  established  a  system  of  ad- 
vance control  through  threat  of  prosecution 
or  of  revoking  licenses  of  halls  and  theaters. 

CLThe  guarantees  of  civil  liberty  all  denounce 
censorship  in  advance,  leaving  the  determi- 
nation of  law-breaking  to  the  courts.  But  not 
in  Boston ! 

CLHere  is  the  record  of  books  banned,  plays 
prohibited  or  censored,  meetings  forbidden 
or  broken  up. 

CI  And  here  are  the  remedies  proposed  to  break 
this  largely  lawless  and  always  ridiculous 
censorship. 

\ 


Read  the  story  as  told  by  PROF.  ZECHARIAH  Chafee,  Jr.,  of  the 
Harvard  Law  School,  and  give  your  help. 


\    I  The  Civil  Liberties  Committee  of  Massachusetts 

\L--  6  Byhox  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Telephone:  Haymarket  6063 

Price  10  cents  each.     In  quantity  of  ten  or  more  5  cents  each. 

*^gs»74 
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The  Post  Office  Censor 


{T  The  Post  Office  Department  exercises 

the  most  sweeping  censorships  in  the  country — 
under  vague  laws .  against  "obscenity,"  "de- 
famation," and  "fraud". 

f[  Hundreds  of  pieces  of  mail  are  barred  yearly 
without  court  trial,  on  one  official's  decision. 

(T  The  courts,  when  appealed  to,  will  not  inter- 
fere  with  the  Postmaster's  discretion. 

(T  The  remedy  is  to  provide  the  same  procedure 
as  for  printed  matter  imported  from  abroad — 
a  trial  by  jury. 


SUPPORT   THE   BILL   NOW  PENDING    IN   CONGRESS    TO 
ABOLISH    THE    POST    OFFICE    CENSORSHIP 

AND  SUBSTITUTE  JURY  TRIAL  FOR  ALL  SEIZED  MATTER 


\ 


The  National  Council  on  Freedom  from'Censorship 

(Organized  by  the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union) 

100   Fifth    Avenue 

new  york  citt 
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*  IS  OPINION  A  CRIME  ? 


T 


HE  United  States  Supreme  Court  (has-  spoken,  and 
four  young  idealists  have  to  pay  the  price  with 
their   lives. 


Mollie  Stimer,  a  slip  of  a  girl,  is  doomed  to  fifteen 
years'  prison.  Jacob  Abrams,  Samuel  Lipman,  and  Hyman 
Lachowsky,  none  of  them  more  than  a  youth,  are  to  spend 
twenty  years  each  behind  prison  bars. 

What  terrible  crime  have  these  young  persons  com- 
mitted? 

Have  they  injured  the  people  of  the  United  States? 

Have  they  plotted  against  the  welfare  of  this  nation? 
Or  have  they  committed  some  other  heinous  crime? 

No,  they  have  not  done  any  of  these  things.  Their 
only  crime  consisted  in  expressing  sympathy  with  millions 
of  starving  women  and  children.  They  were  human  enough 
to  voice  their  fellow-feeling  with  the  famine-stricken  work- 
ers of  another  land. 

They  asked  that  the  blockade  be  lifted  from  Russia 
— the  blockade  that  is  killing  more  human  beings  every 
month  than  were  sacrificed  in  half  a  dozen  battles  of  the 
great  world  war. 

These  three  youths  and  Mollie  Stimer — enthusiasts 
of  the  ideal  of  human  brotherhood — had  published  and 
distributed  a  circular  appealing  to  the  people  of  America 
to  induce  the  Government  at  Washington  to  permit  food, 
medicaments,  and  other  necessaries  to  be  sent  to  the  sick 
and  starving  masses  of  Russia.  They  were  the  first  in  this 
country  to  raise  their  voices  in  behalf  of  their  suffering 
brothers  and  sisters.     Since  then  various  members  of  the 


\ 
\ 
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^BWi   YORK  CITY  COMMITTEE  $5  ) 

Attention  was  called  In  last  year's  report  to -the"  growing  tendency 
on  the  part  of  the  city  administration  to  substitute  .arbitrary  adminl- 
strative  rulings  for  action  through  the  courts.  This  trend  has  continued, 
especially  on  the  Dart  of  Mayor  LaGuardia  whoK  directly-dr  through  his 
Department  heads,  has  taken  administrative  shortr-outs-  to  suppress  acts  or 
practices  he  opposes,  or  to  control  the  sale  of  publications  on  licensed 
newsstands. 

The  most  recent  example  of  this  dangerous  trend  is  an  order  issued 
in  May.  1943  by  License  Commissioner  Moss,  banning  the  sale  of  eleven 
magazines  on  city  newsstands  after  the  Postmaster  General  had  revoked 
their  second-class  mailing  privileges.   It  was  explained  that  the  step 
was  taken  "in  keeping  with  the  city's  policy  laid  down  by  Mayor  LaGuardia 
to  forbid  the  sale  on  newsstands  of  periodicals  deemed  non-ma lie  Die. 
Since  the  magazines  can  be  sent  at  other  rates  they  are  not  fcheJe*ore 
»non-ma liable ".   Obviously  the  Mayor. has  set  up  his  own  standard  of  cen- 
sorship. 

Somewhat  similar  action  was  taken  last  fall  when  Mayor  LaGuardia 
filed  an  affidavit  asking  the  court  to  deny  an  injunction  sought  by  puD- 
lishers  of  "tipster"  racing  sheets  to  restrain  License  Commissioner  Moss 
from  banning  their  sale  on  newsstands.   The  Committee  filed  a  brief  in 
suoport  of  this  suit,  maintaining  that  freedom  of  the  press  was  endan- 
gered  by  such  arbitrary  administrative  rulings.   The  injunction  was  gran- 
ted. Final  decision  awaits  the  outcome  of  the  suit  for  a  oermanent  In- 
junction. 

Another  example  of  bureaucratic  encroachment  was  the  issuance  of  an 
order  in  February  by  Police  Commissioner  Valentine  to  station  policemen 
24  hours  a  day  in  the  home  of  a  Mrs.  Lena  3ertish,  because  a  charge  of 
conducting  gambling  had  been  placed  against  her,  but  ^d  byen  dismiaae d' 
The  Committee  publicly  offered  assistance  to  Mrs.  3ertish  to  test  the 
legality  of  the  procedure.  Soon  after  the  police  were  removed .  Mayor 
LaGuardia  stated,  however,  that  he  would  continue  the  practice  In  future 
cases. 

The  growth  of  autocracy  in  the  city  government  is  strikingly  evident 
in  recent  efforts  of  the  Mayor  to  bring  the  Board  of  ^c^™  ^0f3 
personal  control. In  April  when  the  Board  turned  down  the  nomination  of 
Mark  Starr,  recommended  by  the  doard  of  Examiners  as  adult  education 
director,  the  Mayor  strongly  criticized  the  President  of  the  Board,  ^o 
had  voted  against  Mr.  Starr's  appointment  and  warned  that  he  "^  re- 
organize the  Board  at  the  first  opportunity  in  order  to  have  ^omplete 
harmony  in  the  Board  and  complete  confidence  In  every  "M***;   ™  d 
Mayor's  recent  refusal  to  reappoint  Mrs.  Johanna  Lindlof  to  the  ^avQ 
seems  to  have  been  orompted  largely  by  his  desire  to  substitute  for  her 
someone  more  responsive  to  his  wishes. 
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to  Congress 
OPPOSING 
The  Espionage  Bill 


To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 


Y 


OUR  petitioners  earnestly  and  respectfully  ask  the  Congress  not  to  pass  any  censorship  act  that  shall  extend  beyond 
military  and  naval  news  of  value  to  the  enemy. 

The  whole  country  is  engaged  in  the  war  and  tr 
the  war. 


nd  the 


whole  country  should  be  permitted  to  know  the  truth  about 


It  is  always  dangerous  in  a  republic  to  withhold  from  tie  people  full  knowledge  of  their  affairs,  or  to  deprive  the  press 
of  the  right  freely  to  express  public  opinion. 

The  censorship  provision  of  the  Espionage  bill,  now  penc  ing  in  Congress,  is  an  assault  upon  the  very  foundation  of  our 
free  institutions— freedom  of  thought  and  of  speech. 

It  is  Un-American  because  it  tends  to  put  in  full  effect  for  the  first  time  in  the  life  of  this  Republic  regulations  for  the 
SUPPRESSION  of  news  and  free  public  discussion— a  suppression  practised  only  under  monarchies  and  autocracies. 

It  is  undemocratic  in  that  it  violates  the  principle  enunriated  by  Thomas  Jefferson,  author  of  the  Declaration  of  Indt 
pendence,  who  declared  that  government  without  laws  would  be  better  than  government  without  a  free  press. 

It  is  unrepublican  in  that  it  violates  the  principle  of  Aljraham  Lincoln,  who  said  that  it  was  better  that  public  officials 
hould  be  criticised  unjustly  than  that  they  should  not  be  criti  :ised  at  all. 

It  is  unpatriotic  in  that  it  violates  the  spirit  if  not  the  letter  of  our  Constitution  which  provides  that  "Congress  shall  make 
no  law    .    .    .    abridging  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press." 

We  therefore  urge  that  Congressman  take  no  step  to  whjrffiold  from  the  people  thatTuTTinTofmation  of  the  progress  and 
conduct  of  the  war  which  is  necessary  for  their  proper  enlightenment,  or  to  deny  to  the  people  their  fundamental  American 
liberties  of  free  speech,  free  publication  and  a  free  expression  of  opinion. 

Concealment  of  military  plans  and  operationruuring  their  execution  is  always  necessary;  but  concealment  of  the  result  of 
those  operations,  of  failures  or  reverses,  or  past  mistakes,  or  of  incompetence  or  dishonesty,  is  inexcusable  in  a  republic,  where 
the  people  govern  and  must  know  the  truth  in  order  to  govern  wisely  and  welL 
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Rev.  Herberl 
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of  Cincinnati,  Ohio 

(October  28,  1917) 


"The  cause  of  the  United  States  is  not  aided, 
but  is  hurt,  by  that  kind  of  thing.  No  night- 
riders  are  needed,  and  when  the  country  is  at 
war  for  liberty  and  justice  they  make  a  humili- 
ating contrast  to  our  national  ideals  and  aims." 
— Newton  D.  Baker,  Sec'y  of  War,  on  the  Bige- 
low  outrage,  Oct.  29th. 

"I  want  to  utter  my  earnest  protest  against 
any  manifestation  of  the  spirit  of  lawlessness 
anywhere  or  in  any  cause.  ...  A  man  who 
takes  the  law  into  his  hands  is  not  the  right  man 
to  co-operate  in  any  form  or  development  of  law 
and  institutions." — Woodroiv  Wilson,  Nov.  12, 
1917. 
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Amnesty  for  Political  Prisone 


A  brief  hand-book  on  the  present 
status  of  those  whose  offense  was 
the  exercise  of  free  speech  in  war 
time,  including  a  summary  of  au- 
thorities on  the  treatment  of 
"POLITICAL  CRIME"  IN  EUROPE, 
from  a  study  by  Robert  Ferrari, 
New  York  attorney. 


Data  on  specific  cases  or  information  on  any 

aspect  of  the  free  speech  question  may 
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ALFRED    BETTMAN 

Until  May,  1919,  Special  Assistan*  U.  S.  Attorney  General 
in  Charge  of  Sedition  Prosecutions 

and 

SWINBURNE    HALE 

Late  Captain  Military  Intelligence  Division, 
General  Staff,  U.  S.  A. 

before  the 

Committee  on  Rules 
of  the  House  of  Representatives 
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THE  OLD  AMERICA  AND  THE  NEW  ^-j 

An  Address  Delivered  in  Chicago  Feb.  8,  1 920 
--jj^    By  Judah  L.  MagneJ.  1   81978 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  participation  thi?  meeting  ftrfd  I  hope 
that  I  may&speak  a  word  for  the  old  AmerieiamHojUke  new.  The 
old  America  which  we  were  brought  up  to  love  has  been,  during  the 
last  three  years,  almost  done  to  death.  But  in  the  death  struggle 
of  the  old  America,  the  new  America  is  being  born ;  and  not  all  the 
reactionaries  with  their  violence  and  bloodshed  and  not  all  the 
anarchy  of  our  government  authorities  can  keep  the  free  thought  of 
America  from  joining  the  free  thought  of  all  the  free  peoples 
everywhere. 

The  old  and  glorious  America  made  its  first  utterance  to  the 
world  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  It  maintained  "the  right 
of  the  people  to  alter  or  abolish  a  government,  and  to  institute  a  new 
governttient,  laying  its  foundations  on  such  principles  and  organizing 
its  power  in  such  form  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  likely  to  affect 
their  safety  and  happiness." 

It  has  become  treasonable  to  give  utterance  to  such  thoughts  in 
the  America  of  today.  We  are  told  that  "America  has  had  her 
revolution,"  and  that  further  fundamental  changes  are  not  necessary 
and  are  not  to  be  permitted.  We  answer  that  fundamental  changes 
are  needed  in  the  world  today  fully  as  much  as  when  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  was  written.  For  example,  political  dictatorship 
must  be  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  minority,  of  the  privileged 
few,  and  political  power  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  great  masses  of 
the  people.  Further  economic  dictatorship  must  be  taken  out  ot 
the  hands  of  the  small  oligarchy  of  big  business  and  the  imperialists 
and  their  satellites  of  lawyers,  teachers,  clergymen  and  journalists. 
and  economic  power  put  in  the  hands  of  those  to  whom  rightfully  it 
belongS_the  masses  of  the  people  who  work  and  produce  with  hand 
and  brain.  Finallv,  the  schools,  universities,  churches,  the  organs  of 
public  opinion,  must  be  made  free  of  the  dictatorshio  of  the  small 
minorities  who  now  own  these  institutions  and  the  bodies  and  souls 
of  their  ill-paid  servants,  and  placed  under  the  control  of  intellectual 
and  spiritual  forces  in  close  touch  with  the  real  life  of  all  the  people. 
Indeed,  we  question  the  whole  conception  of  the  modern  state  with 
its  unlimited  powers  over  life  and  human  personality,  and  those  who 
in  smug  complacency  announce  that  "America  has  had  her  revolu- 
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Why  Two  Governors 
Freed  Political  Prisoners  #& 


^fc 


What  the  Governors  of  Illinois  and  New  York 
Say  of  Free  Speech  Prosecutions;  With  the 
Dissenting  Opinions  of  Supreme  Court^ud^ 

:?  l  8 1978 

"Clearly  we  have  turned  the  corner  in  our  VnnJLu£j4>#Tf 
questions  of  freedom  of  utterance.  Burleson  and  Palmer  and 
Daugherty  are  out  of  the  current-stakes  on  the  marshes  to 
show  where  the  tide  once  flozved. 

"It  is  clear  that  the  American  people  are  coming  to  feel 
that  the  menace  of  suppression  is  worse  for  stable  govern- 
ment than  the  threat  oj  revolution.  .  .  . 

"The  only  danger  we  face  in  anarchy  and  communism,  and 
all  the  well-kmwn  hell's  brew  of  European  proletarian  nns- 
government,  begins  when  we  clap  the  poor  fish  m  , ad  who 
talks  the  drivel  that  zve  dignify  with  legal  disapproval.  If  the 
drivel  has  any  merit,  bars  will  not  hold  it.  If  $  £  mere 
idiocy,  it  cannot  propagate  in  a  happy  land. 

"Action  is,  of  course,  different  from  mere  mouthing     The 
nan  who  throws  a  bomb  or  a  brick  is  quite  afferent  from 
the  man  who  merely  throws  a  fit." 
[William  Allen  White,  in  the  Emporia  (Kas.)  Gazette.-] 
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^The 
Nation-Wide 

Spy     System- 

Centering  in  the 
DEPARTMENT    OF    JUSTICE 


Facts  showing  the  enormous 
recent  growth  of  a  govern- 
mental secret  police  system, 
engaged  in  espionage,  inti- 
midation, propaganda  and 
provocative  acts. 
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political  Prison^ tW^ftttes 

CALIFORNIA:  Numier  >  1*  ,}>rthori  $3»  All 
members  of  the  I  ^W^  W.  convicted  under 
the  criminal  «ynd^|8toflBRI~Tfor"jiie^ber- 
ship  in  the  organizatr»n_<TrrOT  gftTVing  on 
its.  activities.  Too  numerous  to  list.  In 
addition,  there  are  53  men  indicted  and 
held  for  trial. 

WASHINGTON:  Tom  Nash,  Frank  Nash,  F.  A. 
Brown,    William    Moody    and    Dan    Curtin. 

All  are  criminal  syndicalist  prisoners, 
members  of  the  I.  W.  W.,  serving  sentences 
of    I    to    1 0  years. 

IDAHO:  H.  E.  Herd,  A.  S.  Embree  and  Joseph 
Doyle.  All  members  of  the  I.  W.  W.,  serv- 
ing under  the  criminal  syndicalist  law  sen- 
tences of  I  to  1 0  years;  earliest  conviction 
in  1917.  Fourteen  more  men  recently  in- 
dicted. 

PENNSYLVANIA:  Joseph  Martinowich,  (com- 
munist), Charles  Spinack  and  Steve  Zonoff, 
(members  of  the  Union  of  Russian 
Workers).  All  serving  sentences  under 
the  state  anti-sedition  act  passed  in  1919. 
Sentences  range  from  2  to  17  years. 
Earliest  case  1919.  Ten  men  are  held  for 
trial  in  Pittsburgh  under  the  sedition  act, 
resulting  from  the  raids  on  the  Workers* 
Party  headquarters  in  April,  1923.  Six 
men  are  held  for  trial  at  Farrell;  one  man, 
Tony  Kovacovich,  was  convicted  in  May, 
1924;  case  is  on  appeal. 
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FIGHT/br  FREE  SPEECH 

in  1923 


The  Work  of  the  American 

Civil  Liberties  Union 
January  to  December  1923 


"I  dare  say  that  unless  the  country  becomes 
thoroughly  aroused  concerning  the  danger  of  this 
radical  element  in  this  country,  we  will  have  a  very 
serious  situation.  These  parlor  Bolsheviks  have 
sprung  up  everywhere,  as  evidenced  by  this  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of  New  York.  They  have 
organized  a  civil  liberties  union  on  the  coast. 
Wherever  we  seek  to  suppress  these  radicals,  a  civil 
liberties  union  promptly  gets  busy." 

William  J.  Burns, 
Founder  of  the  "world's  greatest  international 
.detective  agency,"  and  late  director  of  the 
Bureau  of  Investigation  of  the  Department  of 
Justice,  testifying  before  a  sub-committee  of 
the  House  Appropriations  Committee  on 
April  1,  1921. 


American  Civil  Liberties  Union 

100    Fifth    Avexue 

New  York  City 


May,  102.',. 


FREE  SPEECH  IN 


The  Work  of  the  American 

Civil  Liberties  Unio 
January  to  December 


No  matter  whose  the  lips  that  would  speak,  they 
must  be  free  and  ungagged.  The  community  which 
dares  not  protect  its  humblest  and  most  hated  memr 
ber  in  the  free  utterance  of  his  opinions,  no  matter 
how  false  or  hateful,  is  only  a  gang  of  slaves. 

— Wendell  Phillips. 

I  believe  that  the  weakness  of  the  American  char- 
acter is  that  there  are  so  few  growlers  and  kickers 
among  us.  We  have  forgotten  the  very  principle  of 
our  origin,  if  we  have  forgotten  how  to  object,  how 
to  resist,  how  to  agitate,  how  to  pull  down  and  build 
up,  even  to  the  extent  of  revolutionary  practices,  if 
it  be  necessary  to  readjust  matters. 

— Woodeow  Wilson. 
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7l[Free  Speech  and  the  VVorl 


TO  OUR  FRIENDS: 

THE  Workers  Party  has  recently  raised  an  unfortunate  issue  of 
civil  liberty  by  deliberately  breaking  up  meetings  addressed  by 

critics  of  Soviet  Russia.  While  demanding  free  speech  for  them- 
selves, the  Workers  Party  has  denied  it  to  their  opponents. 

The  tactics  used  to  accomplish  this  purpose  have  been  noisy 
demonstrations  at  meetings,  which  prevented  the  speaker  from  being 
heard.  These  tactics  were  directed  chiefly  against  Dr.  Rafael  Abramo- 
vich,  a  Russian  social-democrat  touring  the  United  States  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Jewish  Socialist  Federation,  speaking  in  Yiddish  to 
socialist  audiences.  Workers  Party  members  also  broke  up  a  meeting 
at  the  Town  Hall,  New  York  City,  on  March  9th,  called  to  discuss 
political  prisoners  in  all  countries,  because  they  took  exception  to  in- 
cluding a  discussion  of  political  prisoners  in  Russia.  They  prevented 
B.  Charney  Vladeck  of  the  Jewish  Dally  Forward  from  talking  at  all 
on  that  occasion. 

The  American  Civil  Liberties  Union  has  protested  to  the  Workers 
Party  against  these  tactics.  A  number  of  letters  and  telegrams  have 
been  exchanged,  in  order  to  get  the  Workers  Party  to  define  its  position 
clearly.  The  Central  Executive  Committee  at  Chicago  says  that  it 
"does  not  organize  or  endorse  breaking  up  meetings,  Town  Hall  meet- 
ing included.  We  advise  and  endorse  heckling  and  demonstrations 
against  the  propaganda  of  enemies  of  Soviet  Russia  and  will  defend 
rights  of  workers  to  make  such  protests." 

The  American  Civil  Liberties  Union  says  in  reply : 

"The  facts,  we  judge,  are  not  in  dispute.  It  is  clear  that  the 
Workers  Party  as  an  organization  opposes  what  it  regards  as  attacks 
on  Soviet  Russia  especially  by  Socialists  and  expresses  that  opposition 
by  demonstrations  which  make  it  impossible  to  carry  on  meetings 
addressed  by  such  critics.  In  the  correspondence  on  this  matter  which 
has  passed  between  the  Workers  Party  national  office  and  ours,  the 
Party  constantly  refers  to  these  demonstrations  as  "heckling,"  ignor- 
ing the  fact  that  the  demonstrations  have  been  so  continuous  and  so 
noisy  that  they  have  several  times  resulted  in  breaking  up  the  meetings 
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"The  most  ominous  sign  of  our  time,  it 
dication  of  the  growth  of  an  intolerant  spirit, 
liberty  are  peculiarly  those  of  individuals  and  hence  of  minorities  anJ 
freedom  is  in  danger  of  being  slain  on  her  own  altars  if  the  passion 
for  unity  and  control  of  opinion  gathers  head." 

CHARLES  EVANS  HUGHES,  before  the  American 
Bar  Association,  August,  1025. 


"It  is  the  ferment  of  ideas,  the  clash  of  disagreeing  judgments, 
the  privilege  of  the  individual  to  develop  his  own  thought  and  shape 
his  own  character,  which  makes  progress  possible." 

CALVIN   COOLIDGE,   Address   before  .American 
Legion,  October  6,  1925. 


"Every  idea  is  an  incitement.  It  offers  itself  for  belief  and  if 
believed  it  is  acted  on  unless  some  other  belief  outweighs  it  or  some 
failure  of  energy  stifles  the  movement  at  its  birth.  The  only  differ- 
ence between  the  expression  of  an  opinion  and  an  incitement  in  the 
narrower  sense  is  the  speaker's  enthusiasm  for  the  result.  ...  If  in 
the  long  run  the  beliefs  expressed  in  proletarian  dictatorship  are 
destined  to  be  accepted  by  the  dominant  forces  of  the  community, 
the  only  meaning  of  free  speech  is  that  they  should  be  given  their 
chance  and  have  their  way." 

JUSTICE  HOLMES,  dissenting  in  the  Oitlow  case, 
June  8,  1025. 
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"A  tolerant  spirit  toward,  those  with  whose  o^o1^e"disagree 
is  a  necessary  basis  for  intellectual  progress.  We  know  really  very 
little  at  the  present  time.  There  is  much  which  we  can  justly  hope  to 
learn.  Every  one  of  us  who  ha.  lived  through  a  reasonable  span  of 
year,  has  seen  change,  in  many  thing,  with  regard  to  which,  when  we 
first  learned  about  them,  there  wa.  much  greater  certainty  than  there 
is  now.  Eternal  change  is  a  characteristic  of  nature.  How  then  can 
we  rightfully  endeavor  to  hamper  the  search  for  truth?" 

FRANK  J.  GOODNOW,  President,  Johns  Hopkins  University, 
Commencement  Address,  June,  19S6. 


"The  fight  must  go  on.      The  cause  of  civil  liberty  must  not  be 
surrendered  at  the  end  of  one  or  even  one  hundred  defeats." 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN,  Letter  to  Henry  Asbury,  Springfield, 
III.,  November  19,  1856. 
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The  Fight  for  Civil  Liberty 


The  Story  of  the  Activiti 
American    Civil    Liberties 

1928-29 
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"If  there  is  any  principle  of  the 
Constitution  that  more  imperatively 
calls  for  attachment  than  any  other, 
it  is  the  principle  of  free  thought; 
not  free  thought  for  those  who 
agree  with  us,  but  freedom  for  the 
thought  we  hate." 

Justice  Holmes 
dissenting  in  the 
Schwimmer  case 
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STATE  POLICE 
In  relation  to  Labor  and  Civil  Liberty 
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Prepared  by  the 
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American   Civil  Liberties  Union, 100  Fifth 
Avenue,   Hew  York  City.  February,!' 


Efforts  are  continually  being  made  in  one  sXU^  or  '^™jT  l 
establish  a  state  police  system  organized  along  mxlitarylxne|,/iike 
that  first  developed  in  Pennsylvania  In  1905.  ^e-vrd*^ Sices, 
terns  now  exist  in  twenty  states-all  established  a^c*  l?f  ^j^, 
chief  arguments  for  them  is  the  bettor  protection  of  rural  .^trit  - 
Better   control   of  violations    of   motor   vehicle   laws   is   also   urged. 

That  itis  not  a  aiimle   question   of  policing  rural  districts, 
hoover     is  odious  from' the   intensity  o  f  the  fight  for  and  against 
sue?  "oiice.   Epithets  like  "American  Cobb acka     and  "African  Black- 
™ri   Tarq"    — e    -urled  at   the   system  by   its    opponents,    led  lay  organize. 
*abor       On^he"other  hand,    the  representatives   of    organized  business 
spare  no  effort  to  obtain  a  constabulary. 

The  form  of   organization  and  the  numbers  of   state  police ,   vary 
from  state   to   state.      Some  are   called  Departments  of  Public  Safety, 
3ome  Rangers,    some  Detective  Bureaus. 

This   summary   is  a  statement  chiefly  of   the  experience  with 
the   state  police  in  industrial  conflicts  where  ^ ^S  aJe Jg 
volved.    It  is  not   intended  to  be  an  all-around  presentation  of  all 
the  facts   concerning   me   state   police. _   In  the  ^^trial   ***£", 
the    issue   of   course  rarely   comes  up   ana   the  work  of   the  state  police 
is  directed    to   other  natters. 

fTRTflTg  OJ1   qI^i^  fCulC-J  L.v.»o. 


In  early  state  constitutions 
the  militia,  was  provided  to  be  call 
sheriffs  were  unable  to  cope  with  lo 
of  the  state  naa  designated  as  the  c 
power  to  summon  it  for  enforcement  o 
failed,  the  federal  government  could 
quell  local  disorders.  The  record  d 
these  troops  were  called  out  most  fr 
2vitably  their  appearance  resulted  1 
strikers.     The  workers'   hostility  to 


a  state  military  force,   known 
sd  on  when   the    constables  or 
oal  disturbances.     The  governor 
ommander  of   the  militia  and  h<u 
f  law.     If  the   state  ..lilitia 

be    called  upon  to   send  troops 
uring    the  last    century   3hows    t 

quently  in  strikes.     Almost   i 
n  conflict  between  them  and   th« 

the    troops  was  bitter. 


n  using  the  militia   in  stri 

in  mobilization,    the   risk 

the  fact  that  strike  duty 

led  employers    to  seek  other 

ikes.      Some   engaged    industr 

Others,   as   in  Pennsylvo.ni 

lice    forces  to  whom  the   sta 

ration  police,    paid  by   the 

the    state,   were    frequently 


rls. 


C  Oili- 


Eventually  the  disadvantages  i 
was  recognized.  Large  expense,  delay 
arraying  workers  against  workers,  and 
served  as  a  deterrant  to  enlistment, 
means  of  controlling  and  breaking  str 
guards  deputized  as  special  sheriffs. 
Vest  Virginia,  organized  their  own  :jo 
&ava  commissions  to  act.  These  corpo 
panies  and  with  no  responsibility  to 
ported  thugs  and  gunmen. 

It  was   in   order   to   take    the  place   of    those   «fP^J.io°  Po- 
lice  that   the  Pennsylvania  state  police  were  «"**•*  a£5dgSbJth 
the  proponents  of  the  measure.     But   it   is  ■^"i"**^*^^.. 
Pennsylvania  and  Vest  Virginia  no  reduction  in  the   »*^r  «°° J*° 
ration  police  has   taken  place   since    the    enactment  of   the  state   po 
lice  laws. 

The  Pennsylvania  -etatd    constabulary;'   established  in  1906j 
the   original  model   for   the  various  state  police  eyateme.     "if?6*18 

districts. 
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The  Story  ot  3^. 
Civil  Liberty 

1929-30 


If  in  the  long  run  the  beliefs  expressed 
in  proletarian  dictatorship  are  destined 
to  be  accepted  by  the  dominant  forces 
of  the  community,  the  only  meaning 
of  free  speech  is  that  they  should  be 
given  their  chance  and  have  their  way. 

Justice  Holmes,  dissenting 
in  the  Gitlow  Case. 
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4 


Inc. 


What  is  it? 

What  are  its  principles? 

What  does  it  do? 

Where  does  it  get  its  money? 

Who  controls  its  policies? 
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The  outstanding  facts  about  the  condition 

and  treatment  of  American  Indians 

today;  their  civil  rights;  and 

a  program  of  remedies. 
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Committee  on  Indian  Civil  Rights 
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A  survey  of  interference  with  civil  rights  of  natives; 
and  of  the  forms  of  American  control; 

with  proposed  remedies  -t»    uQ 
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or  Action 


,T.  eg,  Egg  re*  i„,p-rrr  MBM  M  MB  T*»C* 

*.l   .loi  of  r.llgicu.  and  ^^rSiKS'lSS' 

th.*  fleeing*™""1 •  ^^^  °S  lt« UaTon  l™.  — orl.l 
dent  Roa.e»elt   by  the  American  «*Tli.  ~.    ... _-.-,.    clergymen  and 

U,-  on  th.   ground   »ho..  •£*  **&":&.■  %  -M«    be   .11-lmmt.d  by 
Sfcl-riS'th:°S!:  "o?b^.*iTr.p«t.bl.  .iti—  to   m.ur.  egain.t 
refugeee  beooming  publlo  charge.. 

Wit.  to  th.  president  et  ono.  urging: 

1       That  the  executive  order  ieeued  by 

U-  »..«•  •..ma  «*  -3 '-  :»•««  -"«"""'  •«  "°"i" 

•11  immigration*  oe  revised.   ^      ^^   American  coneule  both  In  3er- 
many  end  out.ld.  be  edvi.ed  £  ^hi.  cheng.^  ^  formed  th.tam- 
davit,  of    good   character  «U   «r*.  M  .  eatlafactcry  eub.titut.  for 

.  polio,  certificate  of   5«od  oharaoter.^  >u-fttU(l  o|   e0BMl.  b. 

called  to  ap.ol.1  claim,  in  la.  of. political   and  r.llglcu.  refugee. 

to  a.ylum  In  the  United  3tatee. 

Practical  method,  of   co-bating  th.  third  degree  l«*«r*n* 

Con.ile.ion* 

•m.  i^nhl.t  urae.   administrative  and  l.gi.l.tlv.  reform.  In- 
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■merican  Civil  Lib' 
s  a  subversive 


has   been 
r^aniiauun  for  years. 


See  reprint  from  House  of  Representatives  Report 
No.  2290,  January  17,  1931,  Committee  Investi- 
gating Communistic  Propaganda  in  the  United 
States,  "Fish  Report,"  which  follows: 

The  annual  report  of  this  organization  is  now 
being  republished,  the  only  changes  being  in  the 
use  of  italics.  It  is  hoped  that  a  wide  distribution 
of  this  report  showing  their  SELF-CONFESSED 
SUBVERSIVE  ACTIVITIES  will  expose  this  politi- 
cally powerful  organization. 

It  is  not  generally  known  that  a  very  large 
number  of  persons  holding  appointive  positions 
under  the  New  Deal  are  or  have  been  members 
of  or  subscribers  to  the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union.  When  this  is  understood  it  is  easy  to 
account  for  the  radical  and  alien  philosophies  be- 
hind the  New  Deal. 

It  is  recommended  that  special  consideration 
be  given  to  the  matter  printed  on  page  7,  Police 
Repression  page  21,  Professional  Patriots  page  29 
and  page  31. 

As  a  patriotic  duty  please  help  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  this  pamphlet  and  see  that  as  much  publicity 
as  possible  will  be  given  this  document.  Single 
copies  15c,  in  quantities  10  for  $1.00. 

THEm-PUBLISHER 

Box  93,   Grand  Central  Annex 

New  York,   N.  Y. 


V 


/'? 


* 


£/-  ns~s&& 


«eft 


18 


•)>■> 


"LAND  of  tKTFREE" 

The  Story  of  the  Fight  for       #83 
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'So  ya  believe  in  the  Constitution,  do  ya?" 


American  Civil  Liberties  Union 

Metropolis  Bldg.,   31    Union  Sq.,  West 
New  York  City 

June,  1935. 
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The  Story  of  the  Fight 
for  Civil  Liberty,  1935-36 
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Where  does  it  get  its  money  W  B  h  fe 

#  &}   Go  o" 


'/" 


■ 


Who  controls  its  policies?  & 


§ 


'ETERNAL 
VIGILANCE 
1/  THE  PUCE  OF 
LIBERTY 


31   Union  Square  West 
New  York  City 


November,    1936 
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Mrs,  Eaton 
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A  woman  deprived  of  the  cus- 
tody of  her  two  little  children 
in  a  divorce  case  in  New  Jersey, 
solely  on  the  ground  of  her 
religious  and  political  views. 
The  only  such  case  on  record. 


Read  these   extracts  from   the   court 

record — and  help  support  her  appeal. 

Use  the  coupon  enclosed. 
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31    Union    Square    West 
New  York  City 

September,    1938 
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1.  Equal  Facilities  on  the  Air  for  Both 
Sides  of  Controversial  Issues. 

2.  Periods  for  Unrestricted  Discussion  of 
Public  Issues. 

3.  Complete,  Open  Station  Records  on 
Requests  for  Time. 

4.  Protection  for  Stations  from  Civil  and 
Criminal  Court  Actions. 
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MAYOR 


Jjuoitl  ^jdii&iicdA.  in. 


Nev. 


TA*  Neu*  Yorker 


May  9,  1938 

It  is  not  Mayor  Hague  that  we. 
have  to  fear.  It  is  the  existence 
of  a  substantial  number  of  per- 
sons so  short-sighted  that  they 
have  as  little  respect  for  constitu- 
tional rights  as  he  has. 


The  Christian  Century 

June  15,  1938 

The  problem  of  free  speech  is  a 
very  live  issue.  Roman  Catholics, 
whether  priests  or  laymen,  do  their 
church  a  great  disservice  by  join- 
ing hands  with  a  man  like  Hague 
to  eliminate  civil  liberty  from  a 
"Catholic  city." 
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This  is  Bulletin  No.  2  of  a  Series  Showing  the  Reaction  in  the 

Nation's  Press  to  the  Suppression  of  Constitutional  Rights  in 

Jersey  City  by  Mayor  Hague. 
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hiladelphia  (Pa.)  Evening  Ledger 

Jwi  16,  1938 

Mayor  Hague  insists  that  Americanism  and  law  and  order  are 
the  issue  involved  in  the  litigation  which  grew  out  of  his  re- 
fusal to  permit  the  C.  I.  O.  or  the  Socialist  candidate  for 
President  to  hold  meetings  in  Jersey  City.  He  should  realize 
two  things:  First,  that  he  cannot  suspend  the  Constitution; 
second,  that,  if  America  were  ruled  as  he  advocates,  he  might 
be  the  first  person  sent  to  Siberia  in  Alaska. 
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Tampa,  Fla.  Tribune 

First  in  a  Series  or  Bulletins  Showing  the  Reaction  or  the 
American  Public  to  Suppression  of  Constitutional  Rights 
in  Jersey  City. 
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Rebuked  Mayor  Hague  in  a  Fireside  Chat,  June  25,  1938 

"There  can  be  no  constitutional  democracy  in  any  community  which 
denies  to  the  individual  his  freedom  to  speak  and  worship  as  he  wishes. 
The  American  people  will  not  be  deceived  by  any  one  who  attempts  to 
suppress  individual  liberty  under  the  pretense  of  Patriotism." 

Wl.  London. 

(In  an  open  letter  to  Norman  Thomas) 

"I  am  shocked  at  your  treatment  in  Jersey  City 
and  at  such  a  gross  violation  of  our  sacred  right 
of  speech.  I  do  not  want  this  threat  of  our  price- 
less heritage  of  freedom  to  pass  without  protest 
on  my  part.  It  is  shocking  evidence  that  even 
America  is  not  isolated  from  the  rising  tide  of 
hate  and  intolerance." 

Director,  Social  Action  Department, 
National  Catholic  Welfare  Council 

"Many  Jersey  City  Catholics  do  not  realize  that  the 
real  conflict  is  between  Americanism  and  civil 
rights  on  the  one  hand  and  on  the  other  hand  the 
subserviency  of  city  officials  to  selfish  employers 
who  seek  to  prevent  effective  organization  of 
labor." 
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Bulletin  No.  3  in  a  Series  Showing  the  Reaction  Throughout  the  Nation 

to  the  Suppression  of  Constitutional  Rights  in  Jersey  City  by 

Mayor  Hague. 


Statements  by  Public  Officials,  Religious  Leaders,  Educators,  Publicists, 
Veterans  and  Public  Spirited  Citizens. 
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American  Civil  Liberties  Union 

31  Union  Square  West 
New  York  City 

June  1938 
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Religious  Libefrf 
in  the  U.  S.  Today 
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A  Survey  of  the  Restraints  on 
Religious  Freedom 


"The  essence  of  religion  is  belief  in  a 
relation  to  God  involving  duties  supe- 
rior to  those  arising  from  any  human 
relation." 

Chief  Justice  Charles  Evans  Hughes 
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These  are  the  amendments 
to  the  Constitution  which  set 
forth  the  chief  guarantees 
of  civil  and  personal  rights. 


AMERICAN  CIVIL  LIBERTIES  UNION 
31  Union  Square  West,  New  York  .  .  .  August,  1939 
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National  Conference  on  Civil  Liberties 
in  the  Present  Emergency 

*ffoo 

Hotel  Biltmore 
43rd  St.  and  Madison  Ave.,  New-Yfa 

October  1  3  an6  *%J08  3  \\ 

Under  the  auspices  of  a  committee  of,  diltiriguishecTspon- 
sors  headed  by  William  Allen  WrrkC^£feE^tia<Kansas; 
Colonel  William  J.  Donovan  of  New  York  and  Dr.  Mary 
E.  Woolley,  former  President  of  Mt.  Holyoke  College. 
The  Conference  is  organized  through  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union  in  cooperation  with  many  other  organiza- 
tions active  for  civil  liberties. 

Friday  Evening,  Octohei  13  th,  7:00  P.M. 

Speakers: 

Hon.  Frank  Murphy,  Attorney  General  of  the 
United  States. 

Hon.  Elbert  D.  Thomas,  United  States  Senator 
from  Utah.  (By  radio  from  Washington,  D.  C.) 

J.  Warren  Madden,  Chairman,  National  Labor 
Relations  Board. 

William  Allen  White,  presiding 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  Conference  to  honor  those  men  in  public  life  who  have  rendered 
such  signal  service  to  the  cause  of  civil  rights — the  Attorney  General  in  creating  the 
Civil  Liberties  unit  in  the  Department  of  Justice;  Senator  Thomas  as  a  member  of  the 
Senate  Civil  Liberties  Committee;  and  J.  Warren  Madden  as  administrator  of  the 
National  Labor  Relations  Act. 

There  will  be  a  showing  of  THE  BILL  OF  RIGHTS  by  courtesy  of 
the  producers,  Warner  Brothers  Pictures. 
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,4  statement  defining  the  position  of  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union  on  the  chief 


WE  STAND  on  the  general  principle  that  all  ihaUers  of1  public  concern 
should  be  freely  discussed  without  interferenceS^tderiy  social .  progress 
is  promoted  by  unrestricted  freedom  of  agitation  an<tJ&-gafafeatif>Brf  The 
punishment  or  prohibition  of  mere  words  without  overt  acts  is  never  in  the 
interest  of  orderly  progress.  Suppression  makes  for  violence  and  bloodshed? 
The  principle  of  freedom  of  speech,  press,  and  assembly,  embodied  in 
our  constitutional  law,  must  be  constantly  reasserted  and  applied  to  be  made 
effective.  It  must  be  interpreted  in  relation  to  the  various  methods  used  to 
repress  new  ideas  and  movements.  The  following  paragraphs  cover  the  most 
significant  aspects  of  repression  in  the  United  States  today. 

1.      Free  Speech 

There  should  be  no  control  whatever  in  advance  over  what  any  person 
may  say.  The  right  to  meet  on  private  property  and  to  speak  freely  should 
be  unquestioned.  Meetings  in  public  places  may  properly  be  regulated  by 
permit  but  without  any  discrimination  whatever  on  account  of  the  political 
program  or  views  expressed.  The  fullest  freedom  of  speech  should  be  en- 
couraged by  setting  aside  places  in  streets  or  parks  for  use  without  permits, 
and  in  the  use  of  public  buildings  for  public  meetings  of  any  sort. 

There  should  be  no  prosecutions  for  utterances  on  matters  of  public 
concern,  however  radical,  however  violent,  or  however  offensive  to  special 
groups  or  interests.  Prosecutions  should  be  brought  only  for  acts  or  at- 
tempted acts  and  language  specifically  inciting  to  the  commission  of  such  acts. 

2.     Free  Press 

There  should  be  no  censorship  over  the  mails  by  the  postoffice.  Printed 
matter  should  never  be  subject  to  a  political  censorship.  The  granting  or 
revoking  of  second-class  mailing  privileges  should  have  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  a  paper's  opinions  and  policies. 

If  allegedly  libelous,  fraudulent,  obscene,  seditious  or  other  illegal  mat- 
ter is  being  circulated,  it  should  be  seized  by  proper  warrant  through  the 
prosecuting  authorities  and  tried  before  a  jury.  The  business  of  the  Post- 
office  Department  is  to  carry  the  mails,  not  to  act  as  censor. 

There  should  be  no  control  over  the  distribution  of  non-commercial 
literature  at  meetings  or  hand  to  hand  in  public  or  in  private  places.  No 
system  of  licenses  for  distribution  should  be  tolerated. 

3.      Freedom  of  Assemblage;  Picketing 

Meetings  in  public  places,  demonstrations  at  public  offices,  parades  and 
processions  should  be  freely  permitted,  the  only  reasonable  regulation  being 
the  advance  notification  to  the  police  of  time  and  place.  No  discretion  should 
be  <nven  the  police  to  prohibit  parades  or  processions,  but  merely  to  alter 
routes  in  accordance  with  the  imperative  demands  of  traffic  in  crowded  cities. 
There  should  be  no  laws  or  regulations  prohibiting  the  display  of  particular 
flags  or  other  political  emblems. 

The  right  to  picket  is  involved  in  the  right  of  assemblage.  Peaceful 
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What  Are  Its  Principles? 


How  Does  It  Work? 


Where  Does  It  Get  Its  Money? 


Who  Controls  Its  Policies? 
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The  Pcrsecutio 

of 


Jehovah's  Witnesses 


THE  record  of  violence 
against  a  religious  or- 
ganization unparalleled 
in  America  since  the  at- 
tacks  on   the   Mormons. 


American  Civil  Liberties  Union 

1 70  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  City 

January,  1941 
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Bertrand  Russell  Case 


THE  enlightening  record 
of  the  obstruction  by 
courts  and  officials  of  the 
appointment  of  Bertrand 
Russell  to  a  professorship  at 
the  College  of  the  City  of 
New  York. 


American  Civil  Liberties  Union 

31  Union  Square  West 
New  York  City 


January,  1941 
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Here  are  our  general  cam- 
paigns. Lend  your  support. 
Read,  then  tear  off  and  re- 
turn the  form  on  the  back. 
Sign  up  to  get  on  the  special 
mailing  lists  so  that  you  may 
know  when  and  how  to  help. 


AMERICAN  CIVIL  LIBERTIES  UNION 
170  Fifth  Avenue February,  1941 
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American  Civil  Liberties  Union 

170  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  City 


June  1941 
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^FREEDOM  IN  WARTIME 

A  report  of  the  /  ICJ 

/^AMERICAN  CIVIL  LIBERTIES  UNION 

in  the  Second  Year  of  War 


We  will  not,  under  any 
threat,  or  in  the  face  of 
any  clanger,  surrender  the 
guarantees  of  liberty  our 
forefathers  framed  for  us 
in  our  Bill  of  Rights.  We 
hold  with  all  the  passion 
of  our  hearts  and  minds  to 
those  commit- 
ments of  the 
human  spirit. 


PRESIDENT  ROOSEVELT 
from  a  speech  on 
Bill  of  Rights  Day, 
December  15,  1941 


AMERICAN    CIVIL    LIBERTIES    UNION 

170  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  10,  N.  Y.  June,  1943 
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To  our  friends: 

After  looking  over  this  report,  -a ill  you  ps^ss  5t  on 
to  someone  likely  to  be  interested  to  join  the  Union--or  to 
a  local  library  for  reference? 

And  "fill  you  respond  below  if  you  have  a  surplus  to 
invest  in  one  or  another  of  the  special  funds  needed  above 
our  ordinary  operations? 

The  chief  needs  at  the  moment  are: 

1.  For  printing  and  legal  expenses  in  the  Japanese  American 
evacuation  cases  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court, 

2.  For  expense?  of  maintaining  a  lesal  bureau  for  conscien- 
tious objectors  in  Washington  and  Kew  York, 

3.  For  the  work  of  a  national  co-ordinating  committee  against 
"race  discrimination  in  the  war  effort"— pulling  together 
the. work  of  all  private  agencies. 

4.  For  campaigns  against  legislation  violative  of  labor's 
civil  rights  —  in  Congress  and  state  legislatures, 

5.  For  the  pending  court  test  of  the  constitutionality  of 
the  peace-time  sedition  act. 


icereLy  yours,  /       /) 
Chairman 

/3-  #■ 
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Enclosed  is  my   contribution   to  Special    Funds,    to  be 
applied   to  #_ „__ 

Sirred 

Address __ 
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health fc f  give  plain-spoken  sex  instruction  for  fmagg^  ^973 

to  publish  pictures  of  "pin-up"  giris.  V  ^ 

The  Post  Office  Department  censors  determine  most  of  fhese^- 

standards**  morality.  Their  power  should  be  transferred^ 

the  coirffs,  with  juries  to  reflect  public  morals.  y. 

Read  the  facts  about  these  recent  cases,  and  lend  your  I  I  A 

aid  in  changing  fhe  system. 


THE  CENSORS 

Obscenity  is  a  crime  under  federal  and  state  laws  when  al- 
legedly salacious  matter  is  publicly  distributed  The  pre* ection  of  public 
moral!  of  course  demands  some  control  over  the  distribution  °f.mdecen 
hte  a  ure  and  pictures.  But  the  difficulty  at  once  arises  in  determining  what 
X  hct  obscenity.  Public  morals  constantly  change  What  is  regarded  as 
bicene  in  one  generation  may  be  accepted  as  entirely  proper  in i*r: next. 
While  there  may  be  general  agreement  as  to  certain  extreme  forms  of  in- 
decency, there  is  a  large  borderline  area  where  judgments  dirier. 

Censors  notoriously  do  not  catch  up  with  changing  standards .They  tend 
to  base  their  concepts  on  the  most  puritanical  notions.  Therefore  the  only 
satisfactory  method  of  determining  current  standards  of  morality  is  a  pro- 
ceeding in  the  courts  with  the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  for  average  jurors  reflect 
average  public  morals. 

That  system  has  been  in  effect  with  no  complaints  for  over _  ten  years  m 
relation  to  literature  and  pictures  imported  from  abroad  which  customs 
officials  may  challenge  and  seize,  but  which  they  are  obliged,  on  demand  of 
Sport I  to  take'to  the  courts.  There  a  judge  and  jury  determine  whether 
the  material  is  admissible. 

The  Post  Office  Department  follows  a  contrary  procedure.  It  may  bar  from 
the  mails  ny  matte/which  in  the  judgment  of  its  lawyers  is  obscene.  No 
hearing  are  held  save  when  second<lass  mailing  privileges  are  revoked.  No 
court  fevkw  is  possible  except  on  the  narrow  ground  of  abuse  of  the  W1de 

discretion  given  the  Postmaster. 

This  pamphlet  sets  forth  a  few  of  the  recent  cases  which  have  gone  into 

I    American  Civil  Liberti..  Union.  170  Fifth  Avenue.  New  York  10.  N.  Y. 
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THE  ACLU's  STAND  ON— 


,  GOVERNMENT   LOYALTY  TESTS 


OUTLAWING  THE  COMMUNIST   PARTY 


#  A.Y.D.  ON  THE  CAMPUS 


,  HOUSE    UN-AMERICAN    ACTIVITIES    COMMITTEE 


AMERICAN     C.V.L     L.BERT. ES     UN. ON 

.  r.,iL   A  New  York  10,  N.  Y. 

170  Fifth  Avenue 

June   1947 
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Published  or  Recommended  by  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union 

Books  ....  Pamphlets 
Periodicals  ....  Films 


August,  1948 
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To  ACLU  members  and  friends: 


\ 


Here  is  your  copy  of  our  1949  program,  a  somewhat  tardy  leaflet  orr inter- 
national civil  rights,  and  the  June  Quarterly  --  which  in  September  will  become 
a  monthly  to  bring  you  more  frequent  news  of  activities. 


Your  officers  are  grateful  to  all  members  who  helped  end  the  fiscal  year 

in  February  without  a  deficit.  We  met  the  biggest  budget  in  ACLU  history  -- 

almost  $70,000  with  Special  Funds  --  a  modest  sum  considering  the  wide  range 
of  work. 


Each  year  extra  funds  are  needed  for  unpredictable  purposes:  court  costs, 
legislative  campaigns,  etc.  Funds  are  NOW  needed  for  such  critical  test  cases, 
among  others,  as:  — 

1.  Special  loyalty  oaths  imposed  on  California  county  employees 

2.  Six  Trenton,  N.J. ,  youths  sentenced  to  die  largely  through  forced  con- 
fessions later  repudiated 

3.  A  father's  appeal  to  take  his  children  from  N.Y.  institutions  to  his 
home  in  Armenia  against  rulings  that  they  would  fare  better  here 

4.  A  teacher  jailed  for  urging  a  C.  0.  to  stand  by  his  decision,  not  to 
register 

5.  The  right  of  street  preachers  in  N.Y.  to  talk  without  permits 

6.  Witnesses'  rights  not  to  reveal  union  and  political  connections  to  the 
House  Un-American  Activities  Committee  without  being  held  for  contempt. 

These  are  just  samples  of  the  variety  of  issues  constantly  arising  for 
which  special  funds  are  needed  to  pay  costs  --  not  lawyers  (they  all  volun- 
teer their  services).  A  slip  is  enclosed  for  your  convenience. 


You  can  also  help  by  landing  one  new  member  before  the  summer  is  on.  In 
creased  membership  is  essential  both  to  expand  our  influence  and  to  meet  this 
year's  budget.  Members  are  our  best  salesman.  Won't  you  ask  a  friend  to  fill 
out  our  blank  enclosed  and  send  it  in? 


And  last  --  please  note  in  the  Quarterly  suggestions  for  your  help  on 
bills  in  Congress.  Every  letter  helps:  congressmen  DO  read  their  mail  from 

home. 

Sincerely  yours, 

n  of  the  Board 


i^y^k^-^^^ 


;r 


Director 
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James  G.  Patton 
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November  21,  1949 


Dear  Fellow-American — 

What  is  your  civil  liberties  I.Q.? 

You  can  find  out  in  a  few  minutes  by  checking  through  the 
enclosed  Twenty  Questions. 

By  your  own  answers  you  will  decide  whether  you  belong 
with  that  distinguished  group  of  citizens  who  make  up  the 
membership  of  the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union  —  the  one 
national  non-partisan  agency  defending  everybody's  rights 
without  distinction. 

The  Union  has  been  fighting  the  fight  of  freedom  for 
all  Americans  for  nearly  30  years.  It  has  no  plat- 
form but  the  "Bill  of  Rights."  It  bars  all  anti- 
democratic influences  from  its  councils  —  Communist, 
Fascist  and  KKK  included. 

Surely  you'll  agree  that  today  the  need  is  greater 
than  ever  before  for  the  protection  and  expansion  of 
civil  rights.   The  Union  has  proved  over  the  years 
that  it  gets  results  --  with  the  aid  of  its  many 
volunteer  lawyers,  members  and  friends. 

You  would  find  satisfaction  in  being  a  $10  member  of  the 
ACLU,  but  we  would  be  glad  to  have  you  with  us,  whatever  dues 
you  wish  to  pay. 

Won't  you  help  protect  the  liberties  of  all  of  us  by_ re- 
turning the  enclosed  blank  in  the  prepaid  envelope  provided  -- 

today? 

Sincerely  yours, 


/4/u/^viri^L 


Roger  IT.  Baldwin 


NOTE:  If  you  already  belong  please 
excuse  this  letter.  We  can't  af- 
ford to  check  all  the  large  lists 
against  our  roster.  Anyhow  you  may 
find  Twenty  Questions  of  use  in 
asking  some  friend  to  join. 
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■May- 16,  1950 
V 

Nothing  has  shocked  me  so  much  since  my  return  t0.aCtl^t 
.      .    _, ei — *  ,-~  Mi,  Sr,Hi  then  in  a  no; 


Dear  Fellow-American-- 


life  --  after  a  long  absence,  first  in  India  and(.then  in  a  no 

pital  --  as  the  apparent  decrease  in  attachment  tV?  civn 

ties  among  so  many  of  my  fellow  citizens.        \     


Long,  long  ago  James  Madison  issued  this  fateful  warning: 
"There  are  more  instances  of  the  abridgement  of  the  freedom  of 
the  people  by  gradual  and  silent  encroachment  of  those  in  power, 
than  by  violent  and  sudden  usurpations."  Madison  was,  I  feel, 
wholly  right. 

How  often  have  I  not  heard  people  say  in  recent  weeks, 
"Oh,  yes,  I  believe  in  civil  liberties  -  -  -  BUT  -  -  -".   It  is 
that  ominous  "BUT"  which  furnishes  the  excuse  for  destroying 
democracy  by  first  undermining  our  liberties. 

You  are,  I  am  sure,  a  firm  believer  in  real  civil  liberties. 
You  can  measure  your  own  belief  in  a  few  minutes  by  checking 
through  the  enclosed  Twenty  Questions.   If  you  score  75  or  better 
you  belong  with  the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union. 

The  Union  has  been  battling  for  human  rights  since  1920. 
Its  sole  platform  is  the  "Bill  of  Rights".   It  bars  all  anti- 
democratic influences  from  its  councils  --  Communist,  Fascist 
and  KKK  included  --  but  it  has  fought,  and  will  continue  to 
fight,  for  the  basic  rights  of  all  Americans  regardless  of  their 
political  affiliations,  racial  origins  or  religious  beliefs. 

In  view  of  the  existing  crisis  in  civil  rights  I  earnestly 
ask  you  to  contribute  whatever  seems  proportionate  to  your  means. 
You  will  find  satisfaction  in  being  a  $10  member,  but  we  would 
be  glad  to  have  you  with  us  whatever  sum  you  wish  to  give.  Your 
contribution  will  not  only  help  those  who  stand  in  jeopardy  today 
but  will  be  a  protection  for  your  own  future  freedom.  Membership 
blank-return  envelope  enclosed. 


Faithfully  and  expectantly  yours, 


NOTE:  On  the  back  of  this 
letter  you  will  find  what  the 
N.Y.  Times  and  Christian  Science 
Monitor  think  of  the  ACLU. . .   If 
you  already  belong,  won't  you 
use  Twenty  Questions  and  this 

1  ,.,*„    ~„mQ  Incorporated  —  Pounded  1920 

letter  to  persuade  some      ' 


^ 


Eduard  C.  Lindeman 


—  £/-  / 
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May  25,  1950   X'0C59^ 
To  Fellow-Members  of  the  ACLU, 
Dear  Friends  - 

Now  that  three  and  a  half  months  have  passed £™*J££>£  **£',£ 
the  Union  and  I  can  hegin  to  see  over  the  top  of  fly  de ^&JjJJ2£w  money, 
this  personal  greeting  and  report  and  request.  It  is  *&>  ^r*ue™W 
hut  action.  L^    1  8  1978  ) 

Until  the  Board  of  Directors  proposed  the  idea  las^ige^I,^  never 

effective  service  --  has  had  to  retire  because  of  age. 

„•   „  +v,Q+  trv  the  qouls  of  men  and  women  who  believe  in  civil 

Z\*2L"    r?«tmi..  an,  function, ,  of  our "f^J"^"^ 

activity. 

We  need  your  help  in  enrolling  10,000  new  members  this  year  to  augment 
the  10  000  who  now  belong  to  the  Union  and  the  4,000  others  who  *£*•""■ 
affiliates.  Enclosed  are  two  copies  of  Twenty  Options  o£  £izU  ^g^|y 
Don't  worry  if  you  fail  to  score  100  on  your  copy;  there  is  a  lot  of  healthy 
SisaLeement  even  within  the  Board  on  many  policy  questions   But  send  the 
o  her   pj  to  Tome  friend  of  yours,  along  with  the  combination  membership 

Ire  -  still,  your  own  personal  letter  would  be  more  effective. 

Please  take' this  further  step  in  your  own  ^^^•^^rS^ 
diately   Let  us  know  if  you  need  a  larger  supply  of  any  of  these  materials. 
They  will  be  sent  by  return  mail,  without  charge. 

Gratefully  and  hopefully  yours, 

Patrick  Murphy  Mai in 
Executive  Director. 
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"CONGRESS  IS  ALL  WRONG!" 
exploded  Bill  Average  Citizen  Jones  this  morning 
at  breakfast  as  he  glared  at  his  newspaper. 

Commonplace  remark?  Heard  this  morning  over 
many  a  breakfast  table?  Yes,  thank  heavens  I 

Symbolically,  it's  perhaps  the  most  important 
thing  Bill  Jones  can  say  these  days.  Because  when 
he  wakes  up  to  it,  right  there  he's  actually  using  a 
much-talked  of  civil  bberty— freedom  of  speech. 
And  reading  his  uncensored  newspaper,  he's  using 
freedom  of  the  press. 

So  stop  thinking  of  civil  liberties  as  abstract,  re- 
mote phrases.  Start  noticing  how  they  touch  you — 
day  in,  day  out  .  .  .  most  every  hour  of  the  day. 

Look  at  Bill  Jones'  day: 

Before  he  leaves  home,  Jones  stops  to  listen  to 
the  radio's  morning  grist  of  news.  He  is  using 
another  civil  liberty — the  right  to  a  free  avenue  of 
expression  on  the  radio. 
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